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ACCESS TO JUSTICE ACT 1999

EXPLANATORY NOTES

D.

MAGISTRATES AND MAGISTRATES’ COURTS (PART V - SECTIONS
74-97)

Background

Organisation and management of the magistrates’ courts service

A single authority for London

253. The Greater London area comprises a significantly larger number of MCCs (22) and
local authorities (33) than any other area. The consequences of this for issues like
funding and accommodation make amalgamation under the provisions of the Justices
of the Peace 1997 impractical. The Act creates a Greater London Magistrates’ Courts
Authority, with special provision for its funding, accommodation, constitution and other
necessary powers to enable the existing MCCs to be amalgamated effectively.
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