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ACCESS TO JUSTICE ACT 1999

EXPLANATORY NOTES

B.

PROVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES (SECTIONS 35-53)

Commentary

Public notaries

202. Section 53: Abolition of scriveners’ monopoly. This section ends the statutory
monopoly held by the Incorporated Company of Scriveners of London over notarial
work in the central London area. This monopoly was placed on a statutory basis by
section 13 of the Public Notaries Act 1801, and confirmed by section 6 of the Public
Notaries Act 1843 and section 57 of the Courts and Legal Services Act 1990. Section
53 provides that a notary may practise in the City of London or within three miles of
its boundaries, whether or not he is a member of the Scriveners’ Company.

• Notaries authenticate certain legal documents, mainly for use abroad, by signing
and sealing them. They also prepare legal documents for use abroad, undertake
conveyancing and probate work, translate foreign legal documents, administer
oaths and take affidavits.
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