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SCOTLAND ACT 1998

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY
SECTION 33: Scrutiny of Bills by the Judicial Committee

Purpose and Effect

This section provides that the Advocate General, the Lord Advocate or the Attorney
General may refer aBill of the Scottish Parliament, or any provision of such aBill, tothe
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council (“the Judicial Committee”) for determination
of whether it is within the legislative competence of the Parliament. Such a reference
may only be made within the 4 week period beginning with the passing of a Bill or its
subsequent approval following reconsideration of it by the Parliament.



