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SCOTLAND ACT 1998

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY
SECTION 2: Ordinary general elections

General

This section forms part of the set dealing with the election of members of the Scottish
Parliament.  Section 1 requires members to be elected for each constituency and region,
with Schedule 1 defining the constituencies and regions and setting the number of
members to be elected for each region.

Sections 2 and 3 deal with the holding of general elections of members.  Section 2 covers
ordinary general elections, which are to be held every 4 years, whilst section 3 covers
extraordinary general elections, which are held if the Parliament resolves that it should
be dissolved or fails to nominate a First Minister within a set period.

Vacancies in individual constituency or regional seats are dealt with by sections 9 and
10.
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