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School Standards and
Framework Act 1998

1998 CHAPTER 31

PART III

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS

CHAPTER II

SELECTION OF PUPILS

Partial selection

102 Permitted selection [F1in maintained schools in England]: aptitude for particular
subjects.

(1) Subject to subsection (2), the admission arrangements for a maintained school [F2in
England] may make provision for the selection of pupils for admission to the school
by reference to their aptitude for one or more prescribed subjects where—

(a) the admission authority for the school are satisfied that the school has a
specialism in the subject or subjects in question; and

(b) the proportion of selective admissions in any relevant age group does not
exceed 10 per cent.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply if the admission arrangements make provision for any
test to be carried out in relation to an applicant for admission which is either a test
of ability or one designed to elicit any aptitude of his other than for the subject or
subjects in question.

(3) Where, however, the admission arrangements for a school make both such provision
for selection by aptitude as is mentioned in subsection (1) and such provision for
selection by ability as is mentioned in [F3section 101(1) or (1A)], the reference in
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subsection (2) above to a test of ability does not include any such test for which
provision may be made under that section.

(4) In this section “the proportion of selective admissions”, in relation to a relevant age
group, means the proportion of the total number of pupils admitted to the school in that
age group (determined in the prescribed manner) which is represented by the number
of pupils so admitted by reference to aptitude for the subject or subjects in question.

(5) In this section “test” includes assessment and examination.
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