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Social Security Act 1998
1998 CHAPTER 14

PART II

CONTRIBUTIONS

Amendments of Contributions and Benefits Act

56 Contributions returns

(1) In sub-paragraph (3) of paragraph 7 of Schedule 1 to the Contributions and Benefits
Act—

(a) for the words “is liable to” there shall be substituted the words “has been
required to pay”; and

(b) for the words “be liable to” there shall be substituted the words “be required
to pay”.

(2) After that paragraph there shall be inserted the following paragraph—
“7A (1) This paragraph applies where paragraph 7 above applies; and in this

paragraph “contributions return” has the same meaning as in that
paragraph.

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph 7(2) above or to the powers of the Inland
Revenue to penalise omissions or errors in returns, regulations may
provide for the Secretary of State to impose penalties in respect of a person
who, in making a contributions return, fraudulently or negligently—

(a) fails to provide any information or computation that he is required
to provide; or

(b) provides any such information or computation that is incorrect.

(3) Regulations under sub-paragraph (2) above shall—
(a) prescribe the rates of penalty, or provide for how they are to be

ascertained;
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(b) provide for the penalty to be imposed by the Secretary of State
within six years after the date on which the penalty is incurred;

(c) provide for determining the date on which, for the purposes of
paragraph (b) above, the penalty is incurred;

(d) prescribe the means by which the penalty is to be enforced; and
(e) provide for enabling the Secretary of State, in his discretion, to

mitigate or to remit the penalty, or to stay or to compound any
proceedings for it.”

Commencement Information
I1 S. 56(1) in force at 6.4.1999 by S.I. 1999/526, art. 2(3)(4)(a)
I2 S. 56(2) in force at 4.3.1999 for specified purposes and 6.4.1999 in so far as not already in force by

S.I. 1999/526, art. 2(1)(2)(b)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/14/section/56/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/526
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/526/article/2/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/526/article/2/4/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/14/section/56/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/526
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/526/article/2/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1999/526/article/2/2/b


Social Security Act 1998 (c. 14)
Document Generated: 2024-04-09

3

Changes to legislation: 
There are outstanding changes not yet made by the legislation.gov.uk editorial team to Social
Security Act 1998. Any changes that have already been made by the team appear in the content
and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2010/1907 reg. 16(2)(c)Sch. 2
– Act applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2010/875 reg. 16Sch. 2 (This amendment

not applied to legislation.gov.uk. S.I. 2010/875 revoked (27.8.2010) before coming
into force by S.I. 2010/1906, regs. 1(2), 2)

– Act modified by S.S.I. 2024/62 art. 2
– Act modified by S.I. 2024/149 art. 2
– Act power to apply (with modifications) conferred by 2004 c. 6 s. 24(5)-(7)
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 38(1A) inserted by 2009 c. 24 s. 20(2) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Ss. 16-21 repealed (1.4.2013) by 2012 c. 5, s. 73; S.I. 2012/3090,
art. 2(1)(b))

– Sch. 2 para. 7A and cross-head inserted by 2012 c. 5 Sch. 2 para. 50(3)
– Sch. 18 functions modified by S.I. 2000/2853 reg. 3(1)Sch. 2 para. 4
– Sch. 24 functions modified by S.I. 2000/2853 reg. 3(1)Sch. 2 para. 5

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/1907
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/1907/regulation/16/2/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/1907/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/875
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/875/regulation/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2010/875/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2024/62
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2024/62/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/149
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/149/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/6/section/24/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/6/section/24/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/24/section/20/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/5/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/5/schedule/2/paragraph/50/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/2853
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/2853/regulation/3/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/2853/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/2853/schedule/2/paragraph/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/2853
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/2853/regulation/3/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/2853/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/2853/schedule/2/paragraph/5

