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Town and Country Planning
(Scotland) Act 1997

1997 CHAPTER 8

PART VII S

SPECIAL CONTROLS

CHAPTER III S

ADVERTISEMENTS

Enforcement of control over advertisements

187 Power to remove or obliterate placards and posters. S

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a planning authority may remove or obliterate
any placard or poster—

(a) which is displayed in their area, and
(b) which in their opinion is so displayed in contravention of regulations made

under section 182.

(2) Subsection (1) does not authorise the removal or obliteration of a placard or poster
displayed within a building to which there is no public right of access.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), where a placard or poster identifies the person who displayed
it or caused it to be displayed, the planning authority shall not exercise any power
conferred by subsection (1) unless they have first given him notice in writing—

(a) that in their opinion it is displayed in contravention of regulations made under
section 182, and

(b) that they intend to remove or obliterate it on the expiry of a period specified
in the notice.
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(4) Subsection (3) does not apply if—
(a) the placard or poster does not give his address, and
(b) the authority do not know it and are unable to ascertain it after reasonable

inquiry.

(5) The period specified in a notice under subsection (3) must be not less than 2 days from
the date of service of the notice.

(6) Any person duly authorised in writing by the planning authority may at any reasonable
time enter any land for the purpose of exercising a power conferred by this section if—

(a) the land is unoccupied, and
(b) it would be impossible to exercise the power without entering the land.



Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (c. 8)
Document Generated: 2024-06-04

3

Changes to legislation: 
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, Section 187 is up to date with all changes
known to be in force on or before 04 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into
force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with
annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act applied by S.S.I. 2008/189 art. 53(3)
– Act power to apply (with or without modifications) conferred by 2021 asp 9 s. 45(3)

(b)(c)
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– Pt. 11A inserted by 2006 asp 17 s. 29
– Pt. 12A inserted by 2006 asp 17 s. 30
– Pt. 12A inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 46(2)
– s. 3CD inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 4(2)
– s. 20AA(4)(a)(iii) inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 14(6)
– s. 29(1)(ca) inserted by 2019 asp 13 Sch. 2 para. 5(3)(b)
– s. 36(1)(ca) inserted by 2019 asp 13 Sch. 2 para. 5(4)(b)
– s. 36(5)(6) inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 36(2)
– s. 40A inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 19(2)
– s. 43A-43AD substituted for s. 43A by 2019 asp 13 s. 28(2)
– s. 47(2)(aa) inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 28(3)(a)
– s. 47(2A) inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 28(3)(b)
– s. 47(6) inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 31(2)(c)
– s. 54A-54F and cross-heading inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 15(2)
– s. 57(2C)(2D) inserted by 2021 asp 9 s. 44(2)
– s. 58(4)(fa) inserted by 2019 asp 13 Sch. 2 para. 5(5)(b)
– s. 61(1)(ba) inserted by 2019 asp 13 Sch. 2 para. 5(6)(b)
– s. 75(4A) inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 35(2)
– s. 75A(5A) inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 35(3)
– s. 77A inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 39(2)
– s. 135(4A) inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 43(2)(c)
– s. 154(1)(c) and word inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 28(4)(a)(ii)
– s. 154(1A) inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 28(4)(b)
– s. 158A(1A) inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 44(2)
– s. 158B-158F and cross-heading inserted by 2019 asp 13 s. 43(3)
– s. 183(1)(c) inserted by 2019 asp 13 Sch. 2 para. 5(7)(b)
– s. 237(1)(ba) inserted by 2019 asp 13 Sch. 2 para. 5(8)
– s. 238(3)(a)-(c) inserted by 2019 asp 13 Sch. 2 para. 5(9)(a)(ii)
– s. 238(5)(ba) inserted by 2019 asp 13 Sch. 2 para. 5(9)(b)
– s. 238(7) inserted by 2019 asp 13 Sch. 2 para. 5(9)(c)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2008/189
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2008/189/article/53/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2021/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2021/9/section/45/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2021/9/section/45/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2021/9/section/45/3/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2006/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2006/17/section/29
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2006/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2006/17/section/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/46/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/4/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/14/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2/paragraph/5/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2/paragraph/5/4/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/36/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/19/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/28/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/28/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/28/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/31/2/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/15/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2021/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2021/9/section/44/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2/paragraph/5/5/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2/paragraph/5/6/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/35/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/35/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/39/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/43/2/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/28/4/a/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/28/4/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/44/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/section/43/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2/paragraph/5/7/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2/paragraph/5/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2/paragraph/5/9/a/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2/paragraph/5/9/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asp/2019/13/schedule/2/paragraph/5/9/c

