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Town and Country Planning
(Scotland) Act 1997

1997 CHAPTER 8

PART I

ADMINISTRATION

1 Planning authorities.

(1) The planning authority for the purposes of this Act shall be the local authority and the
district of the planning authority shall be the area of the local authority.

(2) In any enactment or instrument made under or by virtue of an enactment, a reference to
a planning authority shall, unless otherwise provided, or unless the context otherwise
requires, be construed as a reference to a local authority.

[F1(3) This section is subject to the provisions of this Act and of any other enactment.]

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 1(3) added (1.4.2007) by Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006 (asp 17), ss. 54(2), 59(2); S.S.I.

2007/130, art. 2(2), sch.

[F21A Planning authorities: chief planning officer

(1) Each planning authority must have a chief planning officer.

(2) The role of an authority's chief planning officer is to advise the authority about the
carrying out of—

(a) the functions conferred on them by virtue of the planning Acts, and
(b) any function conferred on them by any other enactment, insofar as the function

relates to development.
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(3) The Scottish Ministers must issue guidance to planning authorities concerning the role
of an authority's chief planning officer.

(4) A planning authority may not appoint a person as their chief planning officer unless
satisfied that the person has appropriate qualifications and experience for the role.

(5) In deciding what constitutes appropriate qualifications and experience for the role of
chief planning officer, a planning authority must have regard to any guidance on the
matter issued by the Scottish Ministers.]

Textual Amendments
F2 S. 1A inserted (1.4.2024) by Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 (asp 13), ss. 50(2), 63(2); S.S.I. 2024/79,

reg. 2(1)(2)(d)

2 Enterprise zones.

(1) An order under paragraph 5 of Schedule 32 to the M1Local Government, Planning and
Land Act 1980 (designation of enterprise zone) may provide that the enterprise zone
authority shall be the planning authority for the zone for such purposes of the planning
Acts and in relation to such kinds of development as may be specified in the order.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph 15(1) of that Schedule (modification
of orders by the Secretary of State), an order under that paragraph may provide that
the enterprise zone authority shall be the planning authority for the zone for different
purposes of the planning Acts or in relation to different kinds of development.

(3) Where such provision as is mentioned in subsection (1) or (2) is made by an order
designating an enterprise zone or, as the case may be, an order modifying such an order,
while the zone subsists the enterprise zone authority shall be, to the extent mentioned
in the order (as it has effect subject to any such modifications) and to the extent that it
is not already, the planning authority for the zone in place of any authority who would
otherwise be the planning authority for the zone.

(4) The Secretary of State may by regulations make transitional and supplementary
provision in relation to a provision of an order under paragraph 5 of that Schedule
made by virtue of subsection (1).

(5) Such regulations may modify any provision of the planning Acts or any instrument
made under any of them or may apply any such enactment or instrument (with or
without modification) in making such transitional or supplementary provision.

Marginal Citations
M1 1980 c. 65.

3 Urban development areas.

(1) Where an order is made under subsection (6) of section 149 of the M2Local
Government, Planning and Land Act 1980 (urban development corporation as
planning authority), the urban development corporation specified in the order shall be
the planning authority for such area as may be so specified in place of any authority
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who would otherwise be the planning authority for that area in relation to such kinds
of development as may be so specified.

(2) Where an order under subsection (8)(a) of that section confers any functions on an
urban development corporation in relation to any area the corporation shall have those
functions in place of any authority (except the Secretary of State) who would otherwise
have them in that area.

Marginal Citations
M2 1980 c. 65.
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