
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the
Road Traffic Reduction Act 1997, Section 2. (See end of Document for details)

Road Traffic Reduction Act 1997
1997 CHAPTER 54

2 Duty of principal councils to make reports.

(1) It shall be the duty of every principal council to prepare, at such time or times as the
Secretary of State may direct, a report containing—

(a) an assessment of the levels of local road traffic in their area, and
(b) a forecast of the growth in those levels.

(2) Subject to subsection (5), the report must also specify targets for—
(a) a reduction in the levels of local road traffic in the area, or
(b) a reduction in the rate of growth in the levels of such traffic.

(3) The report must also contain any other information or proposals which—
(a) relate to levels of local road traffic in the area, and
(b) are required by guidance under subsection (6) [F1or (in the case of a report

prepared by a London council) directions under subsection (6A)].

(4) The report—
(a) may specify different targets for different parts of the principal council’s area

or for different classes of local road traffic, and
(b) may specify targets under subsection (2)(a) in relation to certain classes of

local road traffic, or in relation to part of the area and under subsection (2)
(b) in relation to other classes of local road traffic or in relation to another
part of the area.

[F2(4A) A report under this section prepared by a London council must take account of the
Mayor of London’s transport strategy and the council’s local implementation plan;
and—

(a) any targets specified in such a report pursuant to subsection (2), and
(b) any proposals contained in such a report pursuant to subsection (3),

must be in conformity with that strategy and that plan.]

(5) A principal council are not obliged to specify targets under subsection (2)(a) or (b)
in relation to their area, or in relation to any part of their area, if they consider it
inappropriate to do so, but in that case the report must state—
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(a) that they consider it inappropriate to do so, and
(b) their reasons for so considering.

(6) The Secretary of State may issue guidance to principal councils in relation to—
(a) the preparation and content of reports under this section, and
(b) consultation in connection with the preparation of such reports;

and a principal council shall have regard to any guidance when preparing a report.

[F3(6A) The Mayor of London may give directions or issue guidance to London councils in
relation to any matter in relation to which the Secretary of State may issue guidance
under subsection (6).

(6B) The Mayor of London must not give any direction or issue any guidance under
subsection (6A) which conflicts with guidance under subsection (6).

(6C) A London council preparing a report under this section—
(a) shall comply with any directions given under subsection (6A), and
(b) shall have regard to any guidance issued under that subsection.]

(7) Where a principal council have prepared a report under this section they shall—
(a) send the report to the Secretary of State [F4and, if the council is a London

council, send a copy of the report to the Mayor of London], and
(b) publish a copy of the report in such manner as they consider appropriate.

(8) The Secretary of State shall lay a copy of every report received by him under
subsection (7)(a) before each House of Parliament.
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