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Education Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 56

PART IX

ANCILLARY FUNCTIONS

CHAPTER II

ANCILLARY FUNCTIONS OF [F2LOCAL AUTHORITIES]

Provision of services

[F1509AD[F2Local authorities] in England: duty to have regard to religion or belief in
exercise of travel functions

(1) A [F3local authority] in England must have regard, amongst other things, in exercising
any of their travel functions in relation to or in connection with the travel of a person
or persons to or from a school, institution or other place,
[F4(a) to any wish of a parent of such a person for him to be provided with education

or training at a particular school, institution or other place where that wish is
based on the parent's religion or belief, and

(b) in a case where the person in question (or any of the persons in question) is of
sixth form age (within the meaning given in section 509AC(1)), to any wish
of that person to be provided with education or training at a particular school,
institution or other place where that wish is based on the person's religion or
belief.]

(2) The “travel functions” of a [F3local authority] in England are their functions under any
of the following provisions—

section 508A (duty to promote sustainable modes of travel etc);
section 508B (travel arrangements for eligible children);
section 508C (travel arrangements etc for other children);
section 508E and Schedule 35C (school travel schemes);



2 Education Act 1996 (c. 56)
Part IX – Ancillary functions

Chapter II – Ancillary functions of local authorities
Document Generated: 2024-06-13

Changes to legislation: Education Act 1996, Section 509AD is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 13 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made

appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

[F5section 508F ([F2local authorities] in England: provision of transport etc for
adult learners);]
section 509AA (transport etc for persons of sixth form age).

(3) For the purposes of this section—
(a) “religion” means any religion,
(b) “belief” means any religious or philosophical belief,
(c) a reference to religion includes a reference to lack of religion, and
(d) a reference to belief includes a reference to lack of belief.]
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