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Arbitration Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 23

PART II

OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING TO ARBITRATION

Domestic arbitration agreements

PROSPECTIVE

86 Staying of legal proceedings.

(1) In section 9 (stay of legal proceedings), subsection (4) (stay unless the arbitration
agreement is null and void, inoperative, or incapable of being performed) does not
apply to a domestic arbitration agreement.

(2) On an application under that section in relation to a domestic arbitration agreement
the court shall grant a stay unless satisfied—

(a) that the arbitration agreement is null and void, inoperative, or incapable of
being performed, or

(b) that there are other sufficient grounds for not requiring the parties to abide by
the arbitration agreement.

(3) The court may treat as a sufficient ground under subsection (2)(b) the fact that the
applicant is or was at any material time not ready and willing to do all things necessary
for the proper conduct of the arbitration or of any other dispute resolution procedures
required to be exhausted before resorting to arbitration.

(4) For the purposes of this section the question whether an arbitration agreement is a
domestic arbitration agreement shall be determined by reference to the facts at the
time the legal proceedings are commenced.
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