
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects
for the Arbitration Act 1996, Section 31. (See end of Document for details)

Arbitration Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 23

PART I

ARBITRATION PURSUANT TO AN ARBITRATION AGREEMENT

Jurisdiction of the arbitral tribunal

31 Objection to substantive jurisdiction of tribunal.

(1) An objection that the arbitral tribunal lacks substantive jurisdiction at the outset of the
proceedings must be raised by a party not later than the time he takes the first step in
the proceedings to contest the merits of any matter in relation to which he challenges
the tribunal’s jurisdiction.

A party is not precluded from raising such an objection by the fact that he has appointed
or participated in the appointment of an arbitrator.

(2) Any objection during the course of the arbitral proceedings that the arbitral tribunal
is exceeding its substantive jurisdiction must be made as soon as possible after the
matter alleged to be beyond its jurisdiction is raised.

(3) The arbitral tribunal may admit an objection later than the time specified in
subsection (1) or (2) if it considers the delay justified.

(4) Where an objection is duly taken to the tribunal’s substantive jurisdiction and the
tribunal has power to rule on its own jurisdiction, it may—

(a) rule on the matter in an award as to jurisdiction, or
(b) deal with the objection in its award on the merits.

If the parties agree which of these courses the tribunal should take, the tribunal shall
proceed accordingly.

(5) The tribunal may in any case, and shall if the parties so agree, stay proceedings whilst
an application is made to the court under section 32 (determination of preliminary
point of jurisdiction).
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