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Arbitration Act 1996
1996 CHAPTER 23

PART I
ARBITRATION PURSUANT TO AN ARBITRATION AGREEMENT
Stay of legal proceedings
9

Stay of legal proceedings.
(1) A party to an arbitration agreement against whom legal proceedings are brought
(whether by way of claim or counterclaim) in respect of a matter which under the
agreement is to be referred to arbitration may (upon notice to the other parties to the
proceedings) apply to the court in which the proceedings have been brought to stay
the proceedings so far as they concern that matter.
(2) An application may be made notwithstanding that the matter is to be referred to
arbitration only after the exhaustion of other dispute resolution procedures.
(3) An application may not be made by a person before taking the appropriate procedural
step (if any) to acknowledge the legal proceedings against him or after he has taken
any step in those proceedings to answer the substantive claim.
(4) On an application under this section the court shall grant a stay unless satisfied that the
arbitration agreement is null and void, inoperative, or incapable of being performed.
(5) If the court refuses to stay the legal proceedings, any provision that an award is a
condition precedent to the bringing of legal proceedings in respect of any matter is of
no effect in relation to those proceedings.
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Reference of interpleader issue to arbitration.
(1) Where in legal proceedings relief by way of interpleader is granted and any issue
between the claimants is one in respect of which there is an arbitration agreement
between them, the court granting the relief shall direct that the issue be determined
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in accordance with the agreement unless the circumstances are such that proceedings
brought by a claimant in respect of the matter would not be stayed.
(2) Where subsection (1) applies but the court does not direct that the issue be determined
in accordance with the arbitration agreement, any provision that an award is a
condition precedent to the bringing of legal proceedings in respect of any matter shall
not affect the determination of that issue by the court.
11

Retention of security where Admiralty proceedings stayed.
(1) Where Admiralty proceedings are stayed on the ground that the dispute in question
should be submitted to arbitration, the court granting the stay may, if in those
proceedings property has been arrested or bail or other security has been given to
prevent or obtain release from arrest—
(a) order that the property arrested be retained as security for the satisfaction of
any award given in the arbitration in respect of that dispute, or
(b) order that the stay of those proceedings be conditional on the provision of
equivalent security for the satisfaction of any such award.
(2) Subject to any provision made by rules of court and to any necessary modifications,
the same law and practice shall apply in relation to property retained in pursuance of
an order as would apply if it were held for the purposes of proceedings in the court
making the order.
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