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Disability Discrimination Act 1995
1995 CHAPTER 50

PART III

DISCRIMINATION IN OTHER AREAS

[F1Public authorities

[F121D Meaning of “discrimination” in section 21B

(1) For the purposes of section 21B(1), a public authority discriminates against a disabled
person if—

(a) for a reason which relates to the disabled person’s disability, it treats him less
favourably than it treats or would treat others to whom that reason does not
or would not apply; and

(b) it cannot show that the treatment in question is justified under subsection (3),
(5) or (7)(c).

(2) For the purposes of section 21B(1), a public authority also discriminates against a
disabled person if—

(a) it fails to comply with a duty imposed on it by section 21E in circumstances
in which the effect of that failure is to make it—

(i) impossible or unreasonably difficult for the disabled person to receive
any benefit that is or may be conferred, or

(ii) unreasonably adverse for the disabled person to experience being
subjected to any detriment to which a person is or may be subjected,

by the carrying-out of a function by the authority; and
(b) it cannot show that its failure to comply with that duty is justified under

subsection (3), (5) or (7)(c).

(3) Treatment, or a failure to comply with a duty, is justified under this subsection if—
(a) in the opinion of the public authority, one or more of the conditions specified

in subsection (4) are satisfied; and
(b) it is reasonable, in all the circumstances of the case, for it to hold that opinion.
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(4) The conditions are—
(a) that the treatment, or non-compliance with the duty, is necessary in order not

to endanger the health or safety of any person (which may include that of the
disabled person);

(b) that the disabled person is incapable of entering into an enforceable
agreement, or of giving an informed consent, and for that reason the treatment,
or non-compliance with the duty, is reasonable in the particular case;

(c) that, in the case of treatment mentioned in subsection (1), treating the disabled
person equally favourably would in the particular case involve substantial
extra costs and, having regard to resources, the extra costs in that particular
case would be too great;

(d) that the treatment, or non-compliance with the duty, is necessary for the
protection of rights and freedoms of other persons.

(5) Treatment, or a failure to comply with a duty, is justified under this subsection if
the acts of the public authority which give rise to the treatment or failure are a
proportionate means of achieving a legitimate aim.

(6) Regulations may make provision, for purposes of this section, as to circumstances in
which it is, or as to circumstances in which it is not, reasonable for a public authority
to hold the opinion mentioned in subsection (3)(a).

(7) Regulations may—
(a) amend or omit a condition specified in subsection (4) or make provision for

it not to apply in prescribed circumstances;
(b) amend or omit subsection (5) or make provision for it not to apply in

prescribed circumstances;
(c) make provision for purposes of this section (in addition to any provision for

the time being made by subsections (3) to (5)) as to circumstances in which
treatment, or a failure to comply with a duty, is to be taken to be justified.]
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