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Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995

1995 CHAPTER 46

PART XII

EVIDENCE

[ Special measures for child witnesses and other vulnerable witnesses]

['271M Giving evidence in chief in the form of a prior statement

(1) This section applies where the special measure to be used in respect of a vulnerable

witness is giving evidence in chief in the form of a prior statement.

(2) A statement made by the vulnerable witness which is lodged in evidence for the
purposes of this section by or on behalf of the party citing the vulnerable witness shall,
subject to subsection (3) below, be admissible as the witness’s evidence in chief, or as
part of the witness’s evidence in chief, without the witness being required to adopt or

otherwise speak to the statement in giving evidence in court.

(3) Section 260 of this Act shall apply to a statement lodged for the purposes of this section

as it applies to a prior statement referred to in that section but as if—

(a) references to a prior statement were references to the statement lodged for the

purposes of this section,

(b) in subsection (1), the words “where a witness gives evidence in criminal

proceedings” were omitted, and
(c) in subsection (2), paragraph (b) were omitted.

(4) This section does not affect the admissibility of any statement made by any person

which is admissible otherwise than by virtue of this section.

(5) In this section, “statement” has the meaning given in section 262(1) of this Act.]
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Textual Amendments

F1

Ss. 271-271M and preceding cross-heading substituted for s. 271 (1.4.2005, 30.11.2005, 1.4.2006.
1.4.2007 and 2.7.2007 for certain purposes, otherwise 1.4.2008) by Vulnerable Witnesses (Scotland)
Act 2004 (asp 3), ss. 1, 25; S.S.1. 2005/168, art. 2, Sch. (with savings in art. 4); S.S.I. 2005/590, art. 2,
Sch. (with art. 4); S.S.I. 2006/59, art. 2, Sch. (with art. 4(1)); S.S.I. 2007/101, art. 2, Sch. (with art. 4);
S.S.I. 2007/329, art. 2, Sch. (with art. 4); S.S.I. 2008/57, art. 2 (with art. 3)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

C1

C2

Ss. 271-271M applied by Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 (asp 7), s. 15A (as inserted (1.4.2005,
30.11.2005, 1.4.2006, 1.4.2007 and 2.7.2007 for certain purposes and otherwise 1.4.2008) by
Vulnerable Witnesses (Scotland) Act 2004 (asp 3), ss. 3, 25; S.S.1. 2005/168, art. 2, Sch. (with savings
in art. 4); S.S.1. 2005/590, art. 2, Sch. (with art. 4); S.S.1. 2006/59, art. 2, Sch. (with art. 4); S.S.1.
2007/101, art. 2, Sch. (with art. 4); S.S.I. 2007/329, art. 2, Sch. (with art. 4)); S.S.I. 2008/57, art. 2
(with art. 3)

Ss. 271-271M applied (with modifications) (23.12.2015) by The Justice of the Peace Courts (Special
Measures) (Scotland) Order 2015 (S.S.1. 2015/447), arts. 1(2), 3 (with art. 1(3))
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