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Vehicle Excise and Registration Act 1994
1994 CHAPTER 22

PART II

REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES

Registration marks

23 Registration marks.

(1) Where the Secretary of State registers a vehicle under section 21(1) he shall assign
to the vehicle a mark (a “registration mark”) indicating the registered number of the
vehicle.

(2) The Secretary of State may, in such circumstances as he may determine—
(a) assign a registration mark to a vehicle to which another registration mark has

previously been assigned,
(b) assign to a vehicle (whether on its first registration or later) a registration mark

previously assigned to another vehicle,
(c) (whether or not in connection with an assignment within paragraph (a) or (b))

withdraw any registration mark for the time being assigned to a vehicle, and
(d) re-assign to a vehicle a registration mark previously assigned to it but

subsequently withdrawn.

(3) The Secretary of State may by regulations provide that the registration mark for the
time being assigned to a vehicle shall be fixed, in the manner prescribed by the
regulations, on the vehicle, on any other vehicle drawn by the vehicle or on both.

(4) The Secretary of State may by regulations prescribe—
(a) the size, shape and character of registration marks to be fixed on any vehicle,

and
(b) the manner in which registration marks are to be displayed and rendered easily

distinguishable (whether by day or by night).

(5) The Secretary of State may by regulations—
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(a) make provision for assigning general registration marks to persons holding
trade licences and (in particular) prescribe the registration marks to be carried
by vehicles the use of which is authorised by a trade licence, and

(b) make provision for the issue of trade plates to holders of trade licences and
for the charging of a fee for the replacement of trade plates which are or may
be lost, stolen, destroyed or damaged.
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– s. 7(1A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 47(2)
– s. 7(5)(za) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 47(3)
– s. 22(1)(aa) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 47(6)
– s. 22(1AA) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 47(9)
– s. 22(1BA) inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 47(10)
– Sch. 1 para. 1N inserted by 2023 c. 1 s. 10(5)(e)(7)
– Sch. 2 para. 20G(2)(za)-(zc) inserted by 2023 c. 1 s. 10(2)(a)(i)(7)
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