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Vehicle Excise and Registration Act 1994
1994 CHAPTER 22

PART III

OFFENCES

Offence of using or keeping unlicensed vehicle

29 Penalty for using or keeping unlicensed vehicle.

(1) If a person uses, or keeps, on a public road a vehicle (not being an exempt vehicle)
which is unlicensed he is guilty of an offence.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) a vehicle is unlicensed if no vehicle licence or trade
licence is in force for or in respect of the vehicle.

(3) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (1) is liable on summary conviction
to an excise penalty of—

(a) level 3 on the standard scale, or
(b) five times the amount of the vehicle excise duty chargeable in respect of the

vehicle,
whichever is the greater.

(4) Where a vehicle for which a vehicle licence is in force is transferred by the holder of the
licence to another person, the licence is to be treated for the purposes of subsection (2)
as no longer in force unless it is delivered to the other person with the vehicle.

(5) Where—
(a) an application is made for a vehicle licence for any period, and
(b) a temporary licence is issued pursuant to the application,

subsection (4) does not apply to the licence applied for if, on a transfer of the vehicle
during the currency of the temporary licence, the temporary licence is delivered with
the vehicle to the transferee.
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(6) The amount of the vehicle excise duty chargeable in respect of a vehicle is to be taken
for the purposes of subsection (3)(b) to be an amount equal to the annual rate of duty
applicable to the vehicle at the date on which the offence was committed.

(7) Where in the case of a vehicle kept (but not used) on a public road that annual
rate differs from the annual rate by reference to which the vehicle was at that date
chargeable under section 2(2) to (4), the amount of the vehicle excise duty chargeable
in respect of the vehicle is to be taken for those purposes to be an amount equal to
the latter rate.

(8) In the case of a conviction for a continuing offence, the offence is to be taken for the
purposes of subsections (6) and (7) to have been committed on the date or latest date
to which the conviction relates.

30 Additional liability for keeper of unlicensed vehicle.

(1) Where the person convicted of an offence under section 29 is the person by whom the
vehicle in respect of which the offence was committed was kept at the time at which it
was committed, the court shall (in addition to any penalty which it may impose under
that section) order him to pay the amount specified in subsection (2).

(2) The amount referred to in subsection (1) is an amount equal to one-twelfth of the
annual rate of vehicle excise duty appropriate to the vehicle for each month, or part of
a month, in the relevant period (within the meaning of section 31).

(3) In relation to any month or part of a month in the relevant period, the reference in
subsection (2) to the annual rate of vehicle excise duty appropriate to the vehicle is a
reference to the annual rate applicable to it at the beginning of that month or part.

(4) A vehicle is to be taken for the purposes of this section to have belonged throughout
the relevant period to the description of vehicle to which it belonged for the purposes
of vehicle excise duty at—

(a) the date on which the offence was committed, or
(b) if the prosecution so elect, the date when a vehicle licence for it was last issued,

except so far as it is proved to have fallen within some other description for the whole
of any month or part of a month in that period.

(5) In the case of a conviction for a continuing offence, the offence is to be taken for the
purposes of this section to have been committed on the date or latest date to which
the conviction relates.

31 Relevant period for purposes of section 30.

(1) For the purposes of section 30 the relevant period is the period—
(a) ending with the date on which the offence was committed, and
(b) beginning as provided by subsections (2) to (4).

(2) Subject to subsection (4), if the person convicted has before the date of the offence
notified the Secretary of State of his acquisition of the vehicle in accordance with
regulations made by the Secretary of State, the relevant period begins with—

(a) the date on which the notification was received by the Secretary of State, or
(b) the expiry of the vehicle licence last in force for the vehicle,

whichever is the later.
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(3) Subject to subsection (4), in any other case the relevant period begins with—
(a) the expiry of the vehicle licence last in force for the vehicle before the date

on which the offence was committed, or
(b) if there has not at any time before that date been a vehicle licence in force

for the vehicle, the date on which the vehicle was first kept by the person
convicted.

(4) Where—
(a) the person convicted has been ordered to pay an amount under section 30 on

the occasion of a previous conviction for an offence in respect of the same
vehicle, and

(b) that offence was committed after the date specified in subsection (2) or (3) as
the date with which the relevant period begins,

the relevant period instead begins with the month immediately following that in which
the earlier offence was committed.

(5) Where the person convicted proves—
(a) that throughout any month or part of a month in the relevant period the vehicle

was not kept by him, or
(b) that he has paid the duty due F1. . .in respect of the vehicle for any such month

or part of a month,
any amount which the person is ordered to pay under section 30 is to be calculated as
if that month or part of a month were not in the relevant period.

(6) Where a person has previously been ordered under section 36 to pay an amount for
a month or part of a month in the case of a vehicle, any amount which he is ordered
to pay under section 30 in the case of the vehicle is to be calculated as if no part of
that month were in the relevant period.

(7) In this section references to the expiry of a vehicle licence include a reference to—
(a) its surrender, and
(b) its being treated as no longer in force for the purposes of subsection (2) of

section 29 by subsection (4) of that section.

(8) In the case of a conviction for a continuing offence, the offence is to be taken for the
purposes of this section to have been committed on the date or latest date to which
the conviction relates.
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Note 1

32 Sections 29 to 31: supplementary.

(1) Where in the case of an offence under section 29 there is made against a person—
(a) an order under section 1A of the M1Powers of Criminal Courts Act 1973

discharging him absolutely or conditionally,

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/4/section/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/4/section/162
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/4/schedule/4/part/VII/paragraph/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/4/schedule/29/part/V/3


4 Vehicle Excise and Registration Act 1994 (c. 22)
Part III – Offences

Document Generated: 2024-05-30
Status: Point in time view as at 01/04/1996.

Changes to legislation: Vehicle Excise and Registration Act 1994, Cross Heading: Offence of using
or keeping unlicensed vehicle is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 30 May

2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been
made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

[F2(b) or an order under section 228 of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act
1995 placing him on probation or under 246(3) of that Act discharging him
absolutely, or]

(c) an order under the M2Probation Act (Northern Ireland) 1950 discharging him
absolutely or conditionally or placing him on probation,

he is to be treated for the purposes of sections 29 to 31 as having been convicted.

(2) Section 30 has effect subject to the provisions (applying with the necessary
modifications) of any enactment relating to the imposition of fines by magistrates’
courts and courts of summary jurisdiction, other than any conferring a discretion as
to their amount.

(3) Where a sum is payable by virtue of an order under section 30—
(a) in England and Wales, the sum is to be treated as a fine, and the order as a

conviction, for the purposes of Part III of the M3Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980
(including any enactment having effect as if contained in that Part) and of any
other enactment relating to the recovery or application of sums ordered to be
paid by magistrates’ courts,

(b) in Scotland, the sum is to be treated as a fine, and the order as a conviction,
for the purposes of any enactment relating to the recovery or application of
sums ordered to be paid by courts of summary jurisdiction, and

(c) in Northern Ireland, the sum is recoverable as a sum adjudged to be paid by
a conviction and is to be treated for all purposes as a fine within the meaning
of section 20 of the M4Administration of Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 1954.

Textual Amendments
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[F332A Immobilisation, removal and disposal of vehicles.

Schedule 2A (which relates to the immobilisation of vehicles as regards which it
appears that an offence under section 29(1) is being committed and to their removal
and disposal) shall have effect.]
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