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Social Security Administration
(Northern Ireland) Act 1992

1992 CHAPTER 8

PART III

OVERPAYMENTS AND ADJUSTMENTS OF BENEFIT

[F1Recovery of benefit payments

[F169ZB Recovery of overpayments of certain benefits

(1) The Department may recover any amount of the following paid in excess of
entitlement—

(a) universal credit,
(b) jobseeker's allowance,
(c) employment and support allowance, and
(d) except in prescribed circumstances, housing credit (within the meaning of the

State Pension Credit Act (Northern Ireland) 2002).

(2) An amount recoverable under this section is recoverable from—
(a) the person to whom it was paid, or
(b) such other person (in addition to or instead of the person to whom it was paid)

as may be prescribed.

(3) An amount paid in pursuance of a determination is not recoverable under this section
unless the determination has been—

(a) reversed or varied on an appeal, or
(b) revised or superseded under Article 10 or Article 11 of the Social Security

(Northern Ireland) Order 1998,
except where regulations otherwise provide.
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(4) Regulations may provide that amounts recoverable under this section are to be
calculated or estimated in a prescribed manner.

(5) Where an amount of universal credit is paid for the sole reason that a payment by
way of prescribed income is made after the date which is the prescribed date for
payment of that income, that amount is for the purposes of this section paid in excess
of entitlement.

(6) In the case of a benefit referred to in subsection (1) which is awarded to persons jointly,
an amount paid to one of those persons may for the purposes of this section be regarded
as paid to the other.

(7) An amount recoverable under this section may (without prejudice to any other means
of recovery) be recovered—

(a) by deduction from benefit (section 69ZC);
(b) by deduction from earnings (section 69ZD);
(c) through the courts etc (section 69ZE);
(d) by adjustment of benefit (section 69ZF).]
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regs. 1(3), 5

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/article/2/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/article/109/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2016/46
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2016/46/article/4/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2016/215
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2016/215/article/2/6/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2016/215/article/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/781
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/781
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/781/article/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/781/article/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2016/224
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2016/224
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2016/224/regulation/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2016/224/regulation/5


Social Security Administration (Northern Ireland) Act 1992 (c. 8)
Document Generated: 2024-04-22

3

Changes to legislation: 
Social Security Administration (Northern Ireland) Act 1992, Section 69ZB is up to date with all
changes known to be in force on or before 22 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought
into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced
with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2018/1125 reg. 8 (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. S.I. 2018/1125, reg. 8 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of
Private International Law (Implementation of Agreements) Act 2020 (c. 24), s. 4(3),
Sch. 5 para. 4(4))

– Act modified by S.R. 2019/211 art. 2(2)(a) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Affecting Order revoked (19.12.2020) without ever being in force
by S.R. 2020/347, arts. 1(1), 2)

Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 101(1)(4)(5)s. 101(6)(a)(b) words repealed by S.I. 2015/2006 (N.I.) Sch. 12 Pt. 1
– s. 2A(9) added by 2010 c. 13 (N.I.) Sch. 1 para. 24
– s. 2G(1)(d) inserted by S.I. 2015/2006 (N.I.) art. 65(5)
– s. 5(1A)-(1C) inserted by 2010 c. 13 (N.I.) s. 18(2)(c)
– s. 31A(1A) words substituted by S.I. 2015/2006 (N.I.) Sch. 4 para. 11(a)(ii)
– s. 104A(1A)-(1C) inserted by 2007 c. 2 (N.I.) s. 42(3)
– s. 110A inserted by 2007 c. 2 (N.I.) s. 43
– s. 110A repealed by S.I. 2015/2006 (N.I.) Sch. 12 Pt. 1
– s. 110A heading word inserted by S.I. 2015/2006 (N.I.) art. 114(4)
– s. 110A(2) words substituted by S.I. 2015/2006 (N.I.) art. 114(5)(a)
– s. 110A(2)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2015/2006 (N.I.) art. 114(5)(b)
– s. 110A(4)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2015/2006 (N.I.) art. 114(6)
– s. 110ZA inserted by S.I. 2015/2006 (N.I.) art. 114(2)
– s. 110ZA repealed by S.I. 2015/2006 (N.I.) Sch. 12 Pt. 1
– s. 116E and cross-heading inserted by 2010 c. 13 (N.I.) s. 16(3)
– s. 126(2)-(2B) substituted for s. 126(2) by 2007 c. 2 (N.I.) s. 35
– s. 130AB inserted by 2008 c. 13 (N.I.) Sch. 3 para. 14
– s. 140C inserted by S.I. 2015/2006 (N.I.) Sch. 2 para. 20
– s. 166(2)(ac) inserted by 2010 c. 13 (N.I.) s. 17

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1125
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1125/regulation/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2019/211
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2019/211/article/2/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/schedule/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/schedule/12/part/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2010/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2010/13/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2010/13/schedule/1/paragraph/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/article/65/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2010/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2010/13/section/18/2/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/schedule/4/paragraph/11/a/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2007/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2007/2/section/42/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2007/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2007/2/section/43
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/schedule/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/schedule/12/part/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/article/114/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/article/114/5/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/article/114/5/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/article/114/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/article/114/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/schedule/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/schedule/12/part/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2010/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2010/13/section/16/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2007/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2007/2/section/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2008/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2008/13/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2008/13/schedule/3/paragraph/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2015/2006/schedule/2/paragraph/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2010/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2010/13/section/17

