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Trade Union and Labour Relations
(Consolidation) Act 1992

1992 CHAPTER 52

PART I

TRADE UNIONS

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTORY
Certification as independent trade union

Conclusive effect of Certification Officer’s decision.

(1) A certificate of independence which is in force is conclusive evidence for all purposes
that a trade union is independent; and a refusal, withdrawal or cancellation of a
certificate of independence, entered on the record, is conclusive evidence for all
purposes that a trade union is not independent.

(2) A document purporting to be a certificate of independence and to be signed by the
Certification Officer, or by a person authorised to act on his behalf, shall be taken to
be such a certificate unless the contrary is proved.

(3) A document purporting to be a certified copy of an entry on the record and to be signed
by the Certification Officer, or by a person authorised to act on his behalf, shall be
taken to be a true copy of such an entry unless the contrary is proved.

(4) If in any proceedings before a court, the Employment Appeal Tribunal, the Central
Arbitration Committee, ACAS or an [“'employment tribunal] a question arises
whether a trade union is independent and there is no certificate of independence in
force and no refusal, withdrawal or cancellation of a certificate recorded in relation
to that trade union—
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(a) that question shall not be decided in those proceedings, and

(b) the proceedings shall instead be stayed or sisted until a certificate of
independence has been issued or refused by the Certification Officer.

(5) The body before whom the proceedings are stayed or sisted may refer the question
of the independence of the trade union to the Certificate Officer who shall proceed in
accordance with section 6 as on an application by that trade union.
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