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Criminal Justice Act 1991
1991 CHAPTER 53

PART III

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS

Miscellaneous

68 Persons aged 17 to be treated as young persons for certain purposes

The following enactments, namely—
(a) the Children and Young Persons Acts 1933 to 1969;
(b) section 43(3) of the 1952 Act (remand centres, young offender institutions

etc.);
(c) section 5(2) of the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 (which provides for

rehabilitation periods to be reduced by half for young offenders); and
(d) the 1980 Act,

shall have effect subject to the amendments specified in Schedule 8 to this Act,
being amendments which, for certain purposes of those enactments, have the effect of
substituting the age of 18 years for the age of 17 years.

69 Non-appearance of persons aged 16 or 17: plea of guilty

In section 12 of the 1980 Act (non-appearance of accused: plea of guilty), after
subsection (1) there shall be inserted the following subsection—

“(1A) The reference in subsection (1) above to the issue of a summons requiring a
person to appear before a magistrates' court other than a youth court includes
a reference to the issue of a summons requiring a person who has attained the
age of 16 at the time when it is issued to appear before a youth court.”
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70 Renaming of juvenile courts etc

(1) Juvenile courts shall be renamed youth courts and juvenile court panels shall be
renamed youth court panels.

(2) Any reference to juvenile courts or juvenile court panels in any enactment passed
or instrument made before the commencement of this section shall be construed in
accordance with subsection (1) above.

71 Amendments to service law

The enactments mentioned in Schedule 9 to this Act shall have effect subject to
the amendments there specified (being amendments to service law corresponding to
certain provisions of this Act).

72 Repeal of certain provisions not brought in force

The following provisions (none of which has been brought into force), namely—
section 4 of the 1969 Act (prohibition of criminal proceedings for offences by
children);
in section 5 of that Act (restrictions on criminal proceedings for offences by young
persons), subsections (1) to (7) and, in subsection (9), the definitions of “qualified
informant” and “designated”;
section 8 of that Act (fingerprinting of suspected young persons); and
in section 37 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, subsections (11) to
(14) (duties of custody officer as respects young persons),

shall cease to have effect.


