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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 4

DEVELOPMENT PLANS

PART I

STREAMLINING OF DEVELOPMENT PLAN SYSTEM

Structure and local plans
16 In section 31 (structure plans: continuity, form and content), for subsections (2) to

(5) there is substituted—

“(2) A structure plan shall contain a written statement formulating the authority’s
general policies in respect of the development and use of land in their area.

(3) The policies shall, subject to subsection (4), include policies in respect of—
(a) the conservation of the natural beauty and amenity of the land;
(b) the improvement of the physical environment; and
(c) the management of traffic.

(4) Regulations under this section may prescribe the aspects of such
development and use with which the general policies in a structure plan are
to be concerned, in which case the policies shall be concerned with those
aspects and no others.

(5) A structure plan shall also contain —
(a) such diagrams, illustrations or other descriptive or explanatory

matter in respect of the general policies as may be prescribed; and
(b) such other matters as the Secretary of State may, in any particular

case, direct.

(6) In formulating their general policies the authority shall have regard to—
(a) any regional or strategic planning guidance given by the Secretary

of State to assist them in the preparation of the plan;
(b) current national policies;
(c) the resources likely to be available; and
(d) such other matters as the Secretary of State may prescribe or, in a

particular case, direct.

(7) Where there is in operation, by virtue of section 7(7) of the 1971 Act, a
structure plan relating to part of the area of a local planning authority, the
authority shall, within such period (if any) as the Secretary of State may
direct, prepare proposals for replacing the structure plans for the time being
in operation with a single structure plan relating to the whole of their area.



2 Planning and Compensation Act 1991 (c. 34)
SCHEDULE 4 – Development Plans

Document Generated: 2024-04-04
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(8) The following provisions of this Chapter apply to such replacement as they
apply to replacement in exercise of the power in section 32(1)(b).

(9) Regulations under this section may make different provision for different
cases and shall be subject to any direction given, in a particular case, by the
Secretary of State.

(10) For the purposes of this section, except subsection (6)(b), “policies” includes
proposals.”


