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New Roads and Street Works Act 1991
1991 CHAPTER 22

PART III

STREET WORKS IN ENGLAND AND WALES

Streets subject to special controls

61 Protected streets.

(1) The consent of the street authority is required for the placing of apparatus by an
undertaker in a protected street, except as mentioned below.

The following are “protected streets” for this purpose—
(a) any highway or proposed highway which is a special road in accordance with

section 16 of the M1Highways Act 1980, and
(b) any street designated by the street authority as protected.

(2) Consent is not required for the placing of apparatus—
(a) by way of renewal of existing apparatus, or
(b) in pursuance of a street works licence,

unless, in the latter case, the licence was granted before the street became a protected
street.

(3) The street authority may require the payment of—
(a) a reasonable fee in respect of the legal or other expenses incurred in

connection with the giving of their consent under this section, and
(b) an annual fee of a reasonable amount for administering the consent;

and any such fee is recoverable from the undertaker.

This shall not be construed as affecting any right of the authority where they own the
land on which the street is situated to grant for such consideration as they think fit the
right to place anything in, under or over the land.
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(4) Where the apparatus is to be placed crossing the protected street and not running along
it, the street authority shall not withhold their consent unless there are special reasons
for doing so.

(5) Consent to the placing of apparatus in a protected street may be given subject to
conditions; and the street authority may agree to contribute to the expenses incurred
by the undertaker in complying with the conditions.

(6) Any dispute between a street authority and an undertaker as to the withholding of
consent, the imposition of conditions, or the making of contributions shall be settled
by arbitration.

(7) An undertaker having a statutory duty to afford a supply or service shall not be
regarded as in breach of that duty if, or to the extent that, it is not reasonably practicable
to afford a supply or service by reason of anything done by the street authority in
exercise of their functions under this section.
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Marginal Citations
M1 1980 c. 66.

62 Supplementary provisions as to designation of protected streets.

(1) The Secretary of State may prescribe—
(a) the criteria for designating a street as protected,
(b) the procedure for making or withdrawing such a designation, and
(c) the information to be made available by a street authority as to the streets for

the time being so designated by them.

(2) Where a street has been designated as protected the street authority may direct an
undertaker to remove or change the position of apparatus placed in the street at a time
when it was not so designated.

The authority shall indemnify the undertaker in respect of his reasonable expenses in
complying with such a direction.

(3) Where a designation is withdrawn the street authority may give such directions as they
consider appropriate as to—
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(a) the continuance in force of any conditions subject to which consent was given
for the placing of apparatus in the street, and

(b) the continuance of entitlement to any contributions in respect of the expenses
of an undertaker in complying with such conditions.

(4) Where a designation is made or withdrawn the street authority may give such
directions as they consider appropriate with respect to works in progress in the street
when the designation comes into force or ceases to have effect.

(5) Any dispute between a street authority and an undertaker as to the exercise by the
authority of their powers under subsection (2), (3) or (4) shall be settled by arbitration.
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C28 Ss. 54-106 applied (7.8.2015) by The Preesall Underground Gas Storage Facility Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1561), arts. 1, 9(3) (with art. 44)

C31 S. 62(2) excluded (22.7.2008) by Crossrail Act 2008 (c. 18), Sch. 14 para. 14(5)
C32 S. 62(2) excluded (24.9.2014) by The Thames Water Utilities Limited (Thames Tideway Tunnel)

Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/2384), art. 1, Sch. 19 Pt. 1 para. 4(5)
C33 S. 62(4) excluded (22.7.2008) by Crossrail Act 2008 (c. 18), Sch. 14 para. 14(6)
C34 S. 62(4) excluded (24.9.2014) by The Thames Water Utilities Limited (Thames Tideway Tunnel)

Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/2384), art. 1, Sch. 19 Pt. 1 para. 4(6)

63 Streets with special engineering difficulties.

(1) The provisions of Schedule 4 have effect for requiring the settlement of a plan and
section of street works to be executed in a street designated by the street authority as
having special engineering difficulties.

(2) The Secretary of State may prescribe—
(a) the criteria for designating a street as having special engineering difficulties,
(b) the procedure for making or withdrawing such a designation, and
(c) the information to be made available by a street authority as to the streets for

the time being so designated by them.

(3) Where [F1a strategic highways company or] a local highway authority are asked to
designate a street as having special engineering difficulties—

(a) by a transport authority on the ground of the proximity of the street to a
structure belonging to, or under the management or control of, the authority, or

(b) by an undertaker having apparatus in the street,
and decline to do so, the transport authority or undertaker may appeal to the Secretary
of State who may direct that the street be designated.

(4) The designation of a street as having special engineering difficulties shall not be
withdrawn except after consultation with any transport authority or undertaker at
whose request the designation was made; and a designation made in pursuance of a
direction by the Secretary of State shall not be withdrawn except with his consent.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 63(3) inserted (5.3.2015) by Infrastructure Act 2015 (c. 7), s. 57(1), Sch. 1 para. 118; S.I.

2015/481, reg. 2(a)
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10(3) (with art. 7(6), Sch. 8 para. 10)

C26 Ss. 54-106 applied (23.6.2015) by The Norfolk County Council (Norwich Northern Distributor Road
(A1067 to A47(T))) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/1347), arts. 1, 9(2)

C27 Ss. 54-106 applied (30.6.2015) by The Swansea Bay Tidal Generating Station Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1386), arts. 1, 9(3) (with arts. 51, 53)

C28 Ss. 54-106 applied (7.8.2015) by The Preesall Underground Gas Storage Facility Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1561), arts. 1, 9(3) (with art. 44)

C35 S. 63(1) excluded (22.7.2008) by Crossrail Act 2008 (c. 18), Sch. 14 para. 14(7)
C36 S. 63(1) excluded (24.9.2014) by The Thames Water Utilities Limited (Thames Tideway Tunnel)

Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/2384), art. 1, Sch. 19 Pt. 1 para. 4(7)

64 Traffic-sensitive streets.

(1) Regulations made for the purposes of section 54, 55 or 57 (notices required to be
given in respect of street works) [F2or paragraph 2 of Schedule 3A] may make special
provision in relation to street works in a street designated by the street authority as
traffic-sensitive.

(2) The Secretary of State may prescribe—
(a) the criteria for designating a street as traffic-sensitive,
(b) the procedure for making or withdrawing such a designation, and
(c) the information to be made available by a street authority as to the streets for

the time being so designated by them.

(3) If it appears to the street authority that the prescribed criteria are met only at certain
times or on certain dates, a limited designation may be made accordingly.

In such a case the reference in subsection (1) to the execution of works in a street
designated as traffic-sensitive shall be construed as a reference to works so executed
at those times or on those dates.
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[F3(4) Where any council of a London borough or the Common Council of the City of London
are asked by the Traffic Director for London to designate a street as a traffic-sensitive
street and they decline to do so, the Director may appeal to the Secretary of State who
may direct that the street be designated.]

Textual Amendments
F2 Words in s. 64(1) inserted (29.6.2007 for E. for specified purposes, 26.11.2007 for W. for specified

purposes, 1.4.2008 for E.W. in so far as not already in force) by Traffic Management Act 2004 (c. 18),
ss. 52(4), 99(1); S.I. 2007/1890, art. 2, Sch.; S.I. 2007/3174, art. 2, Sch.

F3 S. 64(4) added (10.4.1998) by Road Traffic Act 1991 (c. 40, SIF 107:1), s. 81, Sch. 7 para.12; S.I.
1998/967, art. 2(1)(a)
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C17 Ss. 54-106 applied (24.9.2014) by The Thames Water Utilities Limited (Thames Tideway Tunnel)
Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/2384), arts. 1, 10(4), 11(5) (with arts. 55, 56)
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2014/2434), arts. 1, 9(3) (with arts. 6, 9(4), 13, Sch. 8 Pt. 1 para. 6, Sch. 8 Pt. 3 paras. 4(3), 6, 17, Sch.
8 Pt. 5 para. 9)

C19 Ss. 54-106 applied (29.10.2014) by The Able Marine Energy Park Development Consent Order 2014
(S.I. 2014/2935), art. 15(3) (with arts. 30(4), 53)
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C21 Ss. 54-106 applied (7.1.2015) by The Willington C Gas Pipeline Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/3328), arts. 1,
10(3)

C22 Ss. 54-106 applied (2.2.2015) by The Northumberland County Council (A1 – South East
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2015/23), arts. 1, 9(2)
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Improvement) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/147), arts. 1, 9(3)

C24 Ss. 54-106 applied (11.3.2015) by The Dogger Bank Creyke Beck Offshore Wind Farm Order 2015
(S.I. 2015/318), arts. 1, 13(3) (with arts. 8(5), 35, 40, 41, Sch. 12 Pt. 1 paras. 4, 9(2), 10, Pt. 2 paras.
4(2)(3), 19, Pt. 4 paras. 3, 4, 16)

C25 Ss. 54-106 applied (1.4.2015) by The Knottingley Power Plant Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/680), arts. 1,
10(3) (with art. 7(6), Sch. 8 para. 10)

C26 Ss. 54-106 applied (23.6.2015) by The Norfolk County Council (Norwich Northern Distributor Road
(A1067 to A47(T))) Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/1347), arts. 1, 9(2)
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C28 Ss. 54-106 applied (7.8.2015) by The Preesall Underground Gas Storage Facility Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1561), arts. 1, 9(3) (with art. 44)

C37 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Croydon) Permit Scheme
Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3158), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C38 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Hackney) Permit Scheme
Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3167), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C39 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (Transport for London) Permit Scheme Order
2009 (S.I. 2009/3186), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C40 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Haringey) Permit
Scheme Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3169), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C41 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Camden) Permit Scheme
Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3149), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C42 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Barnet) Permit Scheme
Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3141), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C43 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Wandsworth) Permit
Scheme Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3189), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C44 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Bromley) Permit Scheme
Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3148), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C45 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea)
Permit Scheme Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3170), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C46 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (City of London Corporation) Permit Scheme
Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3162), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C47 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Brent) Permit Scheme
Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3142), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C48 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Ealing) Permit Scheme
Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3163), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C49 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Hammersmith and
Fulham) Permit Scheme Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3168), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C50 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Islington) Permit Scheme
Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3180), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C51 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Enfield) Permit Scheme
Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3165), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C52 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Redbridge) Permit
Scheme Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3179), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C53 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (City of Westminster) Permit Scheme Order
2009 (S.I. 2009/3187), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C54 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Hounslow) Permit
Scheme Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3178), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C55 S. 64 modified (11.1.2010) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Lewisham) Permit
Scheme Order 2009 (S.I. 2009/3171), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C56 S. 64 modified (5.9.2011) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Lambeth) Permit Scheme
Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/1958), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C57 S. 64 modified (5.9.2011) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Southwark) Permit
Scheme Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/1957), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C58 S. 64 modified (5.9.2011) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Harrow) Permit Scheme
Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/1961), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C59 S. 64 modified (5.9.2011) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Greenwich) Permit
Scheme Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/1956), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C60 S. 64 modified (5.9.2011) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Newham) Permit Scheme
Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/1962), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C61 S. 64 modified (5.9.2011) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Richmond upon Thames)
Permit Scheme Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/1960), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B
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C62 S. 64 modified (5.9.2011) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Waltham Forest) Permit
Scheme Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/1959), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C63 S. 64 modified (28.11.2011) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Barking and
Dagenham) Permit Scheme Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/2599), art. 1, Sch., Appendix B

C64 S. 64 modified (28.11.2011) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Hillingdon) Permit
Scheme Order 2011 (S.I. 2011/2600), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C65 S. 64 modified (12.6.2012) by The Traffic Management (Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council)
Permit Scheme Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/1289), arts. 1, 2, Sch. Appendix D

C66 S. 64 modified (12.6.2012) by The Traffic Management (Sheffield City Council) Permit Scheme Order
2012 (S.I. 2012/1294), arts. 1, 2, Sch. Appendix D

C67 S. 64 modified (12.6.2012) by The Traffic Management (The Council of the Borough of Kirklees)
Permit Scheme Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/1286), arts. 1, 2, Sch. Appendix D

C68 S. 64 modified (12.6.2012) by The Traffic Management (Leeds City Council) Permit Scheme Order
2012 (S.I. 2012/1295), arts. 1, 2, Sch. Appendix D

C69 S. 64 modified (12.6.2012) by The Traffic Management (Rotherham Borough Council) Permit Scheme
Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/1284), arts. 1, 2, Sch. Appendix D

C70 S. 64 modified (12.6.2012) by The Traffic Management (Doncaster Borough Council) Permit Scheme
Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/1282), arts. 1, 2, Sch. Appendix D

C71 S. 64 modified (5.11.2012) by The Traffic Management (Luton Borough Council) Permit Scheme
Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/2547), arts. 1, 2, Sch., Appendix C

C72 S. 64 modified (5.11.2012) by The Traffic Management (Bedford Borough Council) Permit Scheme
Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/2541), arts. 1, 2, Sch. Appendix C

C73 S. 64 modified (5.11.2012) by The Traffic Management (Southend-On-Sea Borough Council) Permit
Scheme Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/2548), arts. 1, 2, Sch., Appendix C

C74 S. 64 modified (5.11.2012) by The Traffic Management (Hertfordshire County Council) Permit
Scheme Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/2549), arts. 1, 2, Sch. Appendix C

C75 S. 64 modified (14.1.2013) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Sutton) Permit Scheme
Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/3106), arts. 1, 2, Sch. Appendix B

C76 S. 64 modified (14.1.2013) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Tower Hamlets) Permit
Scheme Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/3107), arts. 1, 2, Sch. Appendix B

C77 S. 64 modified (18.2.2013) by The Traffic Management (London Borough of Bexley) Permit Scheme
Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/3102), arts. 1, 2, Sch. Appendix B

C78 S. 64 modified (1.3.2013) by The Traffic Management (Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames)
Permit Scheme Order 2012 (S.I. 2012/3104), arts. 1, 2, Sch. Appendix B1

C79 S. 64 modified (1.4.2014) by The Traffic Management (Shropshire Council) Permit Scheme Order
2014 (S.I. 2014/466), arts. 1, 2, Sch., Appendix B

C80 S. 64 modified (6.5.2014) by The Traffic Management (Norfolk County Council) Permit Scheme
Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/941), arts. 1, 2, Sch., Appendix C

C81 S. 64 modified (3.11.2014) by The Traffic Management (Cheshire East Borough Council) Permit
Scheme Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/2460), art. 1, Sch. Appendix B

C82 S. 64 modified (2.2.2015) by The Traffic Management (Warrington Borough Council) Permit Scheme
Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/3108), arts. 1, 2, Sch. para. 1.8

C83 S. 64 modified (2.2.2015) by The Traffic Management (Cheshire West and Chester Borough Council)
Permit Scheme Order 2014 (S.I. 2014/3106), arts. 1, 2, Sch. para. 1.8

C84 S. 64 modified (9.2.2015) by The Traffic Management (North Tyneside Council) Permit Scheme Order
2014 (S.I. 2014/3109), arts. 1, 2, Sch., Appendix E

C85 S. 64 modified (2.3.2015) by The Traffic Management (Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council)
Permit Scheme Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/34), arts. 1, 2, Sch. para. 1.8

C86 S. 64 modified (9.3.2015) by The Traffic Management (Lancashire County Council) Permit Scheme
Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/38), arts. 1, 2, Sch. para. 1.8

C87 S. 64 modified (16.3.2015) by The Traffic Management (Nottingham City Council) Permit Scheme
Order 2015 (S.I. 2015/39), arts. 1, 2, Sch. 1 Appendix C
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