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Town and Country Planning Act 1990
1990 CHAPTER 8

PART X

HIGHWAYS

Orders by other authorities

260 Telecommunication apparatus: orders by or on application of other authorities.

(1) This section applies where—
(a) any order is made by a local authority under section 258(1), or on the

application of a local authority under section 251(1), which extinguishes a
public right of way; or

(b) any order is made by a competent authority under section 257 which
authorises the stopping up or diversion of a footpath [F1, bridleway or
restricted byway],

and at the time of the publication of the notice required by section 252(1) or, as the
case may be, paragraph 1 of Schedule 14 any [F2electronic communications apparatus]
was kept installed for the purposes of [F3an electronic communications code network]
under, in, on, over, along or across the land over which the right of way subsisted.

(2) In subsection (1) “competent authority” has the same meaning as in section 257 and in
the following provisions of this section references to the authority are to the authority
who made the order or, as the case may be, to the authority on whose application it
was made.

(3) The power of the operator of [F4the electronic communications code network] to
remove the apparatus—

(a) shall, notwithstanding the making of the order, be exercisable at any time not
later than the end of the period of three months from the date on which the
right of way is extinguished or authorised to be stopped up or diverted; and

(b) if before the end of that period the operator of the [F5network] has given notice
to the authority of his intention to remove the apparatus or a part of it, shall
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be exercisable in respect of the whole or, as the case may be, that part of the
apparatus after the end of that period.

(4) The operator of the [F5network] may by notice given in that behalf to the authority not
later than the end of that period abandon the [F2electronic communications apparatus]
or any part of it.

(5) Subject to subsection (4), the operator of the [F5network] shall be deemed at the end of
that period to have abandoned any part of the apparatus which the operator has then
neither removed nor given notice of his intention to remove.

(6) The operator of the [F5network] shall be entitled to recover from the authority
the expense of providing, in substitution for the apparatus and any other
[F2electronic communications apparatus] connected with it which is rendered useless
in consequence of the removal or abandonment of the first-mentioned apparatus,
any [F6electronic communications apparatus] in such other place as the operator may
require.

(7) Where under the previous provisions of this section the operator of the [F5network]
has abandoned the whole or any part of any [F2electronic communications apparatus]
, that apparatus or that part of it shall vest in the authority and shall be deemed, with
its abandonment, to cease to be kept installed for the purposes of [F3an electronic
communications code network] .

(8) As soon as reasonably practicable after the making of any such order as is mentioned
in paragraph (a) or (b) of subsection (1) in circumstances in which that subsection
applies in relation to the operator of [F3an electronic communications code network] ,
the person by whom the order was made shall give notice to the operator of the making
of the order.

(9) Subsections (5) and (6) of section 256 apply for the purposes of this section as they
apply for the purposes of that section.
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– s. 171B(1)(a)(b) substituted for words by 2023 c. 55 s. 115(1)
– s. 171B(2)(a)(b) substituted for words by 2023 c. 55 s. 115(2)
– s. 171E(8) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 116(3)
– s. 172ZA inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 117(3)
– s. 174(2AA)(b) words substituted by 2023 c. 55 s. 113(6)
– s. 176(6) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 119(2)
– s. 188(1)(zb) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 117(4)(a)
– s. 195(3A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 119(3)
– s. 196(1A) inserted by 2008 c. 29 Sch. 10 para. 8(2)
– s. 208(5A) inserted by 2008 c. 29 Sch. 10 para. 9(2)
– s. 216(2)(a)(b) substituted for words by 2023 c. 55 s. 120(2)(a)
– s. 216(6A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 120(2)(c)
– s. 303(1ZZA) inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 87
– s. 303(10A) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 19(3)
– s. 303(12) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 19(4)
– s. 303A(1A)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(2)(a)
– s. 303A(9B) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(4)
– s. 303A(10)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(5)
– s. 303A(12) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(6)
– s. 303ZB inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 134
– s. 314A inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 90
– s. 324(1A)(a) words in s. 324(1A) renumbered as s. 324(1A)(a) by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9

para. 1(20)(a)
– s. 324(1A)(b) and word inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(20)(b)
– s. 327ZA applied (with modifications) by 1990 c. 10, s. 37 (as amended) by 2023 c.

55 s. 124(7)(a)
– s. 327ZA applied by 1990 c. 9, s. 89(1) (as amended) by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(5)(a)
– s. 327ZA inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(1)
– s. 327ZA modified by 1990 c. 9, s. 89(1ZC) (as inserted) by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(5)(b)
– s. 333(3ZZAA) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(21)(b)
– s. 333(3ZB) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 159(2)
– s. 333(3ZZA) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(21)(a)
– Sch. 1 para. 5(4) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 17 para. 2(7)(c)
– Sch. 1 para. 7(10)(10A) substituted for Sch. 1 para. 7(10) by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para.

11(2)
– Sch. 4B para. 11(3)-(5) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 7
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(fa) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 99(1)(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(ca) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(2)(a)(ii)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(4A)(4B) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(2)(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 5(5)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 12(a)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(da) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 12(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(ea) substituted for Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(e) by 2023 c. 55 s. 99(1)(a)
– Sch. 7 para. 12(1)-(1C) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2004 c. 5 s. 45(9)

by 2011 c. 20 Sch. 8 para. 14(7)
– Sch. 7 para. 12(1)-(1C) substituted for Sch. 7 para. 12(1) by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(9)
– Sch. 7A para. 14(4) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(3)
– Sch. 9 para. 1(1A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 13(b)
– Sch. 9A inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 13
– Sch. 13 para. 24A inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(7)
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