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Town and Country Planning Act 1990
1990 CHAPTER 8

PART VII

ENFORCEMENT

[F1Temporary stop notices

Textual Amendments
F1 Ss. 171E-171H and cross-heading inserted (6.8.2004 for specified purposes, 7.3.2005 for E. so far

as not already in force, 22.6.2015 for W. so far as not already in force) by Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004 (c. 5), s. 52, s. 121(1)-(3) (with s. 111); S.I. 2004/2097, art. 2; S.I. 2005/204, art. 2;
S.I. 2015/340, art. 2(c)

171E Temporary stop notice

(1) This section applies if the local planning authority think—
(a) that there has been a breach of planning control in relation to any land, and
(b) that it is expedient that the activity (or any part of the activity) which amounts

to the breach is stopped immediately.

(2) The authority may issue a temporary stop notice.

(3) The notice must be in writing and must—
(a) specify the activity which the authority think amounts to the breach;
(b) prohibit the carrying on of the activity (or of so much of the activity as is

specified in the notice);
(c) set out the authority’s reasons for issuing the notice.

(4) A temporary stop notice may be served on any of the following—
(a) the person who the authority think is carrying on the activity;
(b) a person who the authority think is an occupier of the land;
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(c) a person who the authority think has an interest in the land.

(5) The authority must display on the land—
(a) a copy of the notice;
(b) a statement of the effect of the notice and of section 171G.

(6) A temporary stop notice has effect from the time a copy of it is first displayed in
pursuance of subsection (5).

(7) A temporary stop notice ceases to have effect—
(a) at the end of the period of 28 days starting on the day the copy notice is so

displayed,
(b) at the end of such shorter period starting on that day as is specified in the

notice, or
(c) if it is withdrawn by the local planning authority.

171F Temporary stop notice: restrictions

(1) A temporary stop notice does not prohibit—
(a) the use of a building as a dwelling house;
(b) the carrying out of an activity of such description or in such circumstances

as is prescribed.

(2) A temporary stop notice does not prohibit the carrying out of any activity which
has been carried out (whether or not continuously) for a period of four years ending
with the day on which the copy of the notice is first displayed as mentioned in
section 171E(6).

(3) Subsection (2) does not prevent a temporary stop notice prohibiting—
(a) activity consisting of or incidental to building, engineering, mining or other

operations, or
(b) the deposit of refuse or waste materials.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (2) any period during which the activity is authorised
by planning permission must be ignored.

(5) A second or subsequent temporary stop notice must not be issued in respect of the same
activity unless the local planning authority has first taken some other enforcement
action in relation to the breach of planning control which is constituted by the activity.

(6) In subsection (5) enforcement action includes obtaining the grant of an injunction
under section 187B.

171G Temporary stop notice: offences

(1) A person commits an offence if he contravenes a temporary stop notice—
(a) which has been served on him, or
(b) a copy of which has been displayed in accordance with section 171E(5).

(2) Contravention of a temporary stop notice includes causing or permitting the
contravention of the notice.

(3) An offence under this section may be charged by reference to a day or a longer period
of time.
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(4) A person may be convicted of more than one such offence in relation to the same
temporary stop notice by reference to different days or periods of time.

(5) A person does not commit an offence under this section if he proves—
(a) that the temporary stop notice was not served on him, and
(b) that he did not know, and could not reasonably have been expected to know,

of its existence.

(6) A person convicted of an offence under this section is liable [F2on summary conviction,
or on conviction on indictment, to a fine].

(7) In determining the amount of the fine the court must have regard in particular to any
financial benefit which has accrued or has appeared to accrue to the person convicted
in consequence of the offence.

Textual Amendments
F2 Words in s. 171G(6) substituted (12.3.2015) by The Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of

Offenders Act 2012 (Fines on Summary Conviction) Regulations 2015 (S.I. 2015/664), reg. 1(1), Sch.
4 para. 18(2) (with reg. 5(1))

171H Temporary stop notice: compensation

(1) This section applies if and only if a temporary stop notice is issued and at least one
of the following paragraphs applies—

(a) the activity which is specified in the notice is authorised by planning
permission or [F3by a development order, a local development order or a
neighbourhood development order];

(b) a certificate in respect of the activity is issued under section 191 or granted
under that section by virtue of section 195;

(c) the authority withdraws the notice.

(2) Subsection (1)(a) does not apply if the planning permission is granted on or after the
date on which a copy of the notice is first displayed as mentioned in section 171E(6).

(3) Subsection (1)(c) does not apply if the notice is withdrawn following the grant of
planning permission as mentioned in subsection (2).

(4) A person who at the time the notice is served has an interest in the land to which the
notice relates is entitled to be compensated by the local planning authority in respect
of any loss or damage directly attributable to the prohibition effected by the notice.

(5) Subsections (3) to (7) of section 186 apply to compensation payable under this
section as they apply to compensation payable under that section; and for that purpose
references in those subsections to a stop notice must be taken to be references to a
temporary stop notice.]

Textual Amendments
F3 Words in s. 171H(1)(a) substituted (15.11.2011 for specified purposes, 15.1.2012 for specified

purposes) by Localism Act 2011 (c. 20), s. 240(2)(5)(j), Sch. 12 para. 17; S.I. 2012/57, art. 4(1)(h)
(with arts. 6, 7, 9-11)
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provisions):
– s. 7(3) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 17 para. 2(2)
– s. 7A(6) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 17 para. 2(4)
– s. 7ZA inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 17 para. 2(3)
– s. 58B and cross-heading inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(1)
– s. 59A(3)(ba) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 4(b)
– s. 62(2A)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(2)
– s. 62B(5)(ca) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 17 para. 2(5)
– s. 69(1)(g) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 111(4)(a)
– s. 69(2)(d) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 111(4)(b)
– s. 70(2)(azb) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 3(a)
– s. 70(3)(ca) inserted in earlier affecting provision 2016 c. 22, s. 5(8) by 2023 asc 3

Sch. 13 para. 194
– s. 70(3A) inserted by 2017 c. 20 Sch. 3 para. 2
– s. 70A(5A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 4(a)
– s. 70A(10)(11) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 110(4)(b)
– s. 70B(5A)(5B) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 110(5)(b)
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– s. 74(1C)(aa) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 5(b)
– s. 75ZA and cross-heading inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 155
– s. 83(1A)-(1C) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2004 c. 5, s. 45(2) by 2011

c. 20 Sch. 8 para. 14(4)(5)Sch. 25 Pt. 16
– s. 83(1A)-(1C) inserted by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(2)
– s. 83(2)-(2B) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2004 c. 5, s. 45(3) by 2011 c.

20 Sch. 8 para. 14(4)(5)Sch. 25 Pt. 16
– s. 83(2)-(2B) substituted for s. 83(2) by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(3)
– s. 83(4) inserted by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(4)
– s. 85(1A) inserted by 2004 c. 5 s. 45(6)
– s. 93(5)(6) inserted by 2017 c. 20 Sch. 3 para. 6
– s. 93G and cross-heading inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 111(2)
– s. 94(1)(e) and word inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(15)
– s. 102(1A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 9(b)
– s. 106A(9A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 125
– s. 106ZA inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 158(1)
– s. 106ZB inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 159(1)
– s. 106ZB(2)(a) omitted by 2023 c. 55 s. 130(3)(b)
– s. 108(1A)(1B) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 15(4)
– s. 108(3A) inserted by 2004 c. 5 Sch. 6 para. 6
– s. 108(3B)(ba) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 15(6)
– s. 108(3B)(ba) word omitted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(d)(i)
– s. 108(3B)(bb) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(d)(ii)
– s. 108(3DA) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 15(7)
– s. 108(3DB) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(16)(e)
– s. 141(6) inserted by 2017 c. 20 Sch. 3 para. 7
– s. 157(A1) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 190(5)
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– s. 169(1)(a) words renumbered as s. 169(1)(a) by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(5)(a)
– s. 169(1)(b) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(5)(b)
– s. 170(8BA) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 26(6)
– s. 171A(2)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 117(2)(a)
– s. 171B(1)(a)(b) substituted for words by 2023 c. 55 s. 115(1)
– s. 171B(2)(a)(b) substituted for words by 2023 c. 55 s. 115(2)
– s. 171E(8) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 116(3)
– s. 172ZA inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 117(3)
– s. 174(2AA)(b) words substituted by 2023 c. 55 s. 113(6)
– s. 176(6) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 119(2)
– s. 188(1)(zb) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 117(4)(a)
– s. 195(3A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 119(3)
– s. 196(1A) inserted by 2008 c. 29 Sch. 10 para. 8(2)
– s. 208(5A) inserted by 2008 c. 29 Sch. 10 para. 9(2)
– s. 216(2)(a)(b) substituted for words by 2023 c. 55 s. 120(2)(a)
– s. 216(6A) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 120(2)(c)
– s. 303(1ZZA) inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 87
– s. 303(10A) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 19(3)
– s. 303(12) inserted by 2015 c. 7 Sch. 4 para. 19(4)
– s. 303A(1A)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(2)(a)
– s. 303A(9B) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(4)
– s. 303A(10)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(5)
– s. 303A(12) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para. 7(6)
– s. 303ZB inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 134
– s. 314A inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 90
– s. 324(1A)(a) words in s. 324(1A) renumbered as s. 324(1A)(a) by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9

para. 1(20)(a)
– s. 324(1A)(b) and word inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(20)(b)
– s. 327ZA applied (with modifications) by 1990 c. 10, s. 37 (as amended) by 2023 c.

55 s. 124(7)(a)
– s. 327ZA applied by 1990 c. 9, s. 89(1) (as amended) by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(5)(a)
– s. 327ZA inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(1)
– s. 327ZA modified by 1990 c. 9, s. 89(1ZC) (as inserted) by 2023 c. 55 s. 124(5)(b)
– s. 333(3ZZAA) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(21)(b)
– s. 333(3ZB) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 159(2)
– s. 333(3ZZA) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 9 para. 1(21)(a)
– Sch. 1 para. 5(4) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 17 para. 2(7)(c)
– Sch. 1 para. 7(10)(10A) substituted for Sch. 1 para. 7(10) by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 8 para.

11(2)
– Sch. 4B para. 11(3)-(5) inserted by 2017 c. 20 s. 7
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(fa) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 99(1)(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(ca) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(2)(a)(ii)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(4A)(4B) inserted by 2023 c. 55 s. 102(2)(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 5(5)(za) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 12(a)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(da) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 6 para. 12(b)
– Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(ea) substituted for Sch. 4B para. 8(2)(e) by 2023 c. 55 s. 99(1)(a)
– Sch. 7 para. 12(1)-(1C) amendment to earlier affecting provision 2004 c. 5 s. 45(9)

by 2011 c. 20 Sch. 8 para. 14(7)
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