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Environmental Protection Act 1990
1990 CHAPTER 43

PART IX

GENERAL

156 Power to give effect to Community and other international obligations etc

(1) The Secretary of State may by regulations provide that the provisions to which this
section applies shall have effect with such modifications as may be prescribed for the
purpose of enabling Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom—

(a) to give effect to any Community obligation or exercise any related right; or
(b) to give effect to any obligation or exercise any related right under any

international agreement to which the United Kingdom is for the time being
a party.

(2) This section applies to the following provisions of this Act—
(a) Part I;
(b) Part II;
(c) Part VI; and
(d) in Part VIII, sections 140, 141 or 142;

and the provisions of the Radioactive Substances Act 1960.

(3) In this section—
“modifications” includes additions, alterations and omissions;
“prescribed” means prescribed in regulations under this section; and
“related right”, in relation to an obligation, includes any derogation or other

right to make more onerous provisions available in respect of that obligation.

(4) This section, in its application to Northern Ireland, has effect subject to the following
modifications, that is to say—

(a) in its application in relation to Part VI and sections 140, 141, and 142, the
reference to Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom includes a
reference to Her Majesty’s Government in Northern Ireland; and
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(b) in its application in relation to the Radioactive Substances Act 1960, the
reference to the Secretary of State shall be construed as a reference to the
Department of the Environment for Northern Ireland and the reference to
Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom shall be construed as a
reference to Her Majesty’s Government in Northern Ireland;

and regulations under it made by that Department shall be a statutory rule for the
purposes of the Statutory Rules (Northern Ireland) Order 1979 and shall be subject
to negative resolution within the meaning of section 41(6) of the Interpretation Act
(Northern Ireland) 1954.


