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Environmental Protection Act 1990
1990 CHAPTER 43

An Act to make provision for the improved control of pollution arising from certain
industrial and other processes; to re-enact the provisions of the Control of Pollution
Act 1974 relating to waste on land with modifications as respects the functions of the
regulatory and other authorities concerned in the collection and disposal of waste and
to make further provision in relation to such waste; to restate the law defining statutory
nuisances and improve the summary procedures for dealing with them, to provide for the
termination of the existing controls over offensive trades or businesses and to provide
for the extension of the Clean Air Acts to prescribed gases; to amend the law relating to
litter and make further provision imposing or conferring powers to impose duties to keep
public places clear of litter and clean; to make provision conferring powers in relation
to trolleys abandoned on land in the open air; to amend the Radioactive Substances Act
1960; to make provision for the control of genetically modified organisms; to make
provision for the abolition of the Nature Conservancy Council and for the creation
of councils to replace it and discharge the functions of that Council and, as respects
Wales, of the Countryside Commission; to make further provision for the control of the
importation, exportation, use, supply or storage of prescribed substances and articles
and the importation or exportation of prescribed descriptions of waste; to confer powers
to obtain information about potentially hazardous substances; to amend the law relating
to the control of hazardous substances on, over or under land; to amend section 107(6)
of the Water Act 1989 and sections 31(7)(a), 31A(2)(c)(i) and 32(7)(a) of the Control of
Pollution Act 1974; to amend the provisions of the Food and Environment Protection
Act 1985 as regards the dumping of waste at sea; to make further provision as respects
the prevention of oil pollution from ships; to make provision for and in connection
with the identification and control of dogs; to confer powers to control the burning
of crop residues; to make provision in relation to financial or other assistance for
purposes connected with the environment; to make provision as respects superannuation
of employees of the Groundwork Foundation and for remunerating the chairman of the
Inland Waterways Amenity Advisory Council; and for purposes connected with those
purposes. [1st November 1990]
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Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Act modified (13.4.1998) by S.I. 1998/767, reg. 3(4)
C2 Act (with exceptions specified in the affecting S.I.): functions transferred (1.7.1999) by virtue of S.I.

1999/672, art. 2, Sch. 1 (as amended (1.10.2004 for specified purposes) by 2003 c. 37, ss. 100(6)(7),
105(3); S.I. 2004/2528, art. 2(s) and (15.12.2006) by S.I. 2006/3334, art. 2, Sch.)

C3 Act applied (with modifications) (13.7.2004) by London Local Authorities Act 2004 (c. i), ss. 1(1),
28(3)

C4 Act modified (31.5.2007) (temp.) by The St. Mary's (Isles of Scilly) Harbour Revision Order 2007
(S.I. 2007/1554), art. 17(1)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 30(4A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 57(2)
– s. 33ZB(10A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 69(3)(b)
– s. 34D and cross-heading inserted by 2016 anaw 3 s. 66(1)
– s. 34ZB(8A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 69(5)(b)
– s. 45A-45AZG substituted for s. 45A by 2021 c. 30 s. 57(4)
– s. 45AA45AB inserted by 2016 anaw 3 s. 65
– s. 46(2)(a)(b) substituted for words by 2021 c. 30 s. 57(5)
– s. 106A inserted by 2023 c. 6 s. 41(2)
– s. 161(2AA)(2AB) inserted by 2016 anaw 3 s. 69(4)
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