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F 1 S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 4

OTHER POWERS ETC. OF LICENCE HOLDERS

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Sch. 4 applied (with modifications) (1.9.2004) by Energy Act 2004 (c. 20), ss. 143(2), 198(2); S.I.

2004/2184, art. 2(2), Sch. 2

Protection from interference
5 (1) Subject to sub-paragraph (2) below, a licence holder who instals or alters, or changes

the mode of operation of, any electric line or electrical plant shall take all reasonable
precautions for securing that the operation of that line or plant does not interfere with
the operation of any [F1electronic communications apparatus] which—

(a) is under the control of a person to whom the [F2electronic communications
code] applies; and

(b) is not unusually sensitive to interference with its operation.

(2) In the case of any [F1electronic communications apparatus] which is subsequently
installed or altered or whose mode of operation is subsequently changed, the duty
imposed by sub-paragraph (1) above shall not apply in relation to—

(a) any momentary interference with its operation; or
(b) where it is installed in unreasonably close proximity to the electric line or

electrical plant, any other interference with its operation.

(3) Sub-paragraphs (1) and (2) above shall be read as also applying in the converse case
of a person to whom the [F2electronic communications code] applies who instals
or alters, or changes the mode of operation of, any [F1electronic communications
apparatus], and in such a case shall have effect as if—

(a) any reference to the licence holder were a reference to that person;
(b) any reference to an electric line or electrical plant were a reference to such

apparatus; and
(c) any reference to such apparatus under the control of a person to whom that

code applies were a reference to such a line or such plant under the control
of a licence holder.

(4) Any difference arising under this paragraph between a licence holder and a person to
whom the [F2electronic communications code] applies shall be referred to arbitration
by an arbitrator or, in Scotland, arbiter appointed, in default of agreement between
the parties, by the President of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators.
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(5) In this paragraph “momentary interference” means any interference of momentary
duration which is not a regular occurrence (whether caused by physical contact or
otherwise).

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in Sch. 4 para. 5 substituted (25.7.2003 for specified purposes, 29.12.2003 in so far as not already

in force) by Communications Act 2003 (c. 21), s. 411(2), Sch. 17 para. 99(2)(a) (with Sch. 18); S.I.
2003/1900, arts. 1(2), 2(1), Sch. 1 (with art. 3) (as amended by S.I. 2003/3142, art. 1(3)); S.I. 2003/3142,
art. 3(2) (with art. 11)

F2 Words in Sch. 4 para. 5 substituted (25.7.2003 for specified purposes, 29.12.2003 in so far as not already
in force) by Communications Act 2003 (c. 21), s. 411(2), Sch. 17 para. 99(2)(c) (with Sch. 18); S.I.
2003/1900, arts. 1(2), 2(1), Sch. 1 (with art. 3) (as amended by S.I. 2003/3142, art. 1(3)); S.I. 2003/3142,
art. 3(2) (with art. 11)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 4(1)(f) and word inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 186(3)(b)
– s. 4(1)(ca) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 166(2)
– s. 4(1)(da) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 205(2)(b)
– s. 4(3H)(3I) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 186(4)
– s. 4(3CA) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 205(3)
– s. 4(3EA) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 205(5)
– s. 6(1)(g) and word inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 186(7)(b)
– s. 6(1)(ea) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 205(8)(b)
– s. 6(2C) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 186(8)
– s. 6(2AA) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 205(9)
– s. 6(6E) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 205(10)
– s. 6A(1B) inserted by S.I. 2024/706 reg. 3(3)(b)
– s. 7(3GA) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 186(17)
– s. 7A(11B) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 186(18)
– s. 8A(1C) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 206(6)
– s. 10NA inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 207(2)
– s. 11E(2)(d) and word inserted by 2013 c. 32 s. 138(5)(b)(iii)
– s. 15(2)(aa) inserted by S.I. 2019/93, Sch. 1 para. 3(2)(b) (as substituted) by S.I.

2019/1245 reg. 19 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The affecting
statutory instrument has no legal effect. It was made under a procedure which meant
that it ceased to have effect 28 days after signing unless it was debated and approved
in Parliament within that time. It was not debated and approved within 28 days, so it
has expired with no effect.)

– s. 25(8A) inserted by 2023 c. 52 Sch. 14 para. 7(3)
– s. 44A inserted by 1992 c. 43 s. 23
– s. 44A(6)(b)(i) words substituted by 2013 c. 22 Sch. 9 para. 52
– s. 44B(1)(a)(iiia) inserted by 2023 c. 52 Sch. 17 para. 8
– s. 44B(1)(vi) and word inserted by S.I. 2024/706 reg. 3(11)(b)
– s. 56C(6)(d) and word inserted by 2013 c. 32 s. 138(5)(d)(ii)
– Sch. 6A para. 9ZA and cross-heading inserted by 2023 c. 52 Sch. 14 para. 8
– Sch. 6A para. 4A and cross-heading inserted by S.I. 2024/706 reg. 3(14)(b)
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