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Road Traffic Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 52

PART II

CONSTRUCTION AND USE OF VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT

General regulation of construction, use etc.

41 Regulation of construction, weight, equipment and use of vehicles.

(1) The [F1national authority] may make regulations generally as to the use of motor
vehicles and trailers on roads, their construction and equipment and the conditions
under which they may be so used.

Subsections (2) to (4) below do not affect the generality of this subsection.

(2) In particular, the regulations may make provision with respect to any of the following
matters—

(a) the width, height and length of motor vehicles and trailers and the load carried
by them, the diameter of wheels, and the width, nature and condition of tyres,
of motor vehicles and trailers,

(b) the emission or consumption of smoke, fumes or vapour and the emission of
sparks, ashes and grit,

(c) noise,
(d) the maximum weight unladen of heavy locomotives and heavy motor cars, and

the maximum weight laden of motor vehicles and trailers, and the maximum
weight to be transmitted to the road or any specified area of the road by a
motor vehicle or trailer of any class or by any part or parts of such a vehicle
or trailer in contact with the road, and the conditions under which the weights
may be required to be tested,

(e) the particulars to be marked on motor vehicles and trailers [F2(by means of
the fixing of plates or otherwise) and the circumstances in which they are to
be marked,],

(f) the towing of or drawing of vehicles by motor vehicles,
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(g) the number and nature of brakes, and for securing that brakes, silencers and
steering gear are efficient and kept in proper working order,

(h) lighting equipment and reflectors,
(j) the testing and inspection, by persons authorised by or under the regulations,

of the brakes, silencers, steering gear, tyres, lighting equipment and reflectors
of motor vehicles and trailers on any premises where they are (if the owner
of the premises consents),

F3[(jj) speed limiters,]
(k) the appliances to be fitted for—

(i) signalling the approach of a motor vehicle, or
(ii) enabling the driver of a motor vehicle to become aware of the

approach of another vehicle from the rear, or
(iii) intimating any intended change of speed or direction of a motor

vehicle,
and the use of any such appliance, and for securing that any such appliance is
efficient and kept in proper working order,

(l) for prohibiting the use of appliances fitted to motor vehicles for signalling
their approach, being appliances for signalling by sound, at any times, or on
or in any roads or localities, specified in the regulations.

[F4(2A) In subsection (1) “national authority”—
(a) in relation to a function so far as exercisable within devolved competence,

within the meaning of the Scotland Act 1998, means the Scottish Ministers;
(b) otherwise, means the Secretary of State.

(2B) Before making any regulations under this section in relation to the parking of vehicles
on roads in Scotland, the Secretary of State must consult the Scottish Ministers.]

(3) The Secretary of State may, as respects goods vehicles, make regulations under this
section—

(a) prescribing other descriptions of weight which are not to be exceeded in the
case of such vehicles,

F5(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F5(c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(d) providing that weights of any description or other particulars which are to be
marked on particular goods vehicles may be determined in accordance with
regulations under section 49 of this Act.

(4) Regulations under this section with respect to lighting equipment and reflectors—
(a) may require that lamps be kept lit at such times and in such circumstances as

may be specified in the regulations, and
(b) may extend, in like manner as to motor vehicles and trailers, to vehicles of any

description used on roads, whether or not they are mechanically propelled.
F6[(4A) Regulations under this section with respect to speed limiters may include provision—

(a) as to the checking and sealing of speed limiters by persons authorised in
accordance with the regulations and the making of charges by them,

(b) imposing or providing for the imposition of conditions to be complied with
by authorised persons,

(c) as to the withdrawal of authorisations.]
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(5) Different regulations may be made under this section as respects different classes of
vehicles or as respects the same class of vehicles in different circumstances and as
respects different times of the day or night and as respects roads in different localities.

(6) In framing regulations under this section prescribing a weight of any description which
is not to be exceeded in the case of goods vehicles of a class for which a certificate
of conformity or Minister’s approval certificate may be issued under section 57 or 58
of this Act the Secretary of State must have regard to the design weight of the like
description determined by virtue of section 54 of this Act for vehicles of that class and
must secure that the first-mentioned weight does not exceed the design weight.

(7) In this Part of this Act—
“construction and use requirements” means requirements, whether

applicable generally or at specified times or in specified circumstances,
imposed under this section,

“plated particulars” means such particulars as are required to be marked
on a goods vehicle in pursuance of regulations under this section by means
of a plate,

“plated weights” means such weights as are required to be so marked.
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– s. 125ZA(4)(c) words substituted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(b) (This
amendment is to Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to
the Road Safety Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125ZA(4)(ba)(bb) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(a) (This amendment is
to Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 125ZA(4)(ca) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 4(3)(d) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 126(5) omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 6 (This amendment is to Part 5 of the
Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act 2006.
Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 126A inserted by 2016 c. 16 s. 1(3)
– s. 126A omitted (cond.) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 8A (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s.

3(3)
– s. 126A heading words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 3(2) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 126A(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 3(3)(a) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 126A(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 3(3)(b) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128A inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 11
– s. 128A(4) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 11 (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s. 4(4)
– s. 128B inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 9 (This amendment is to Part 5 of the

Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act 2006.
Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 128ZA inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 1(1)
– s. 128ZB inserted by 2009 c. 17 s. 2
– s. 128AZA128AZB inserted by 2016 c. 16 s. 2(2)
– s. 128AZA128AZB inserted (cond.) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 10A (as inserted) by

2016 c. 16 s. 4(2)
– s. 128AZA128AZB substituted (cond.) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 10A (as inserted)

by 2016 c. 16 s. 4(2)
– s. 128AZA heading words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(2)(a) (This amendment

not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being
in force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZA(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(2)(b) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZA(4) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(2)(c) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZB heading words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(a) (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being
in force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZB(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(b)(i) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 128AZB(1) words inserted by S.I. 2016/1089 reg. 4(3)(b)(ii) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Regs. 3, 4 omitted (1.12.2023) without ever being in
force by virtue of S.I. 2023/1286, regs. 1, 7(3))

– s. 131(A1)-(C1) inserted by 2006 c. 49, Sch. 6 para. 13(1A) (as inserted) by S.I.
2023/1286 Sch. 3 para. 92(2)(a)(i)

– s. 131(3)(b)(c) substituted for s. 131(3)(b) and word by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 13(4)
– s. 131(6) inserted by 2016 c. 16 s. 2(4)
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– s. 131(6) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 13(9) (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s. 4(5)
– s. 131(6) substituted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 13(9) (as inserted) by 2016 c. 16 s.

4(5)
– s. 132-133ZA and cross-heading substituted for ss. 132, 133 and cross-heading by

2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 14
– s. 133(2)(a) words omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 10(a) (This amendment is to

Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 133(2)(b) words omitted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 10(b) (This amendment is to
Part 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety
Act 2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 133D(1A) inserted by 2015 c. 20 Sch. 2 para. 14(2) (This amendment is to Part
5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 as amended by Schedule 6 to the Road Safety Act
2006. Those amendments have not yet come into force)

– s. 140(1)(2) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 23(2)
– s. 140(1A) inserted in earlier affecting provision 2006 c. 49, Sch. 6 para. 23(2) by

S.I. 2023/1286 Sch. 3 para. 92(2)(b)
– s. 140(3) s. 140 renumbered as s. 140(3) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 23(1)
– s. 141A(5) words repealed by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 3 para. 24Sch. 7(4)
– s. 143(1A) repealed (cond.) by S.I. 2019/1047 Sch. 2 para. 2 (This amendment

not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 143(1A) by 2018 c. 18, Sch.
para. 17 was repealed (1.11.2019) by The Motor Vehicles (Compulsory Insurance)
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1047), reg. 1, Sch. 2 para.
1 (with reg. 5) without ever being brought into force.)

– s. 173(2)(g)-(gb) substituted for s. 173(2)(g) by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 27
– s. 173(2)(n) and word inserted by 2006 c. 49 s. 37(8)
– s. 174(1)(da) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 28
– s. 183(6A) inserted by 2006 c. 49 Sch. 6 para. 29
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