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Housing Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 50

PART III

HOUSING ACTION TRUST AREAS

Areas and trusts

63 Objects and general powers of housing action trusts.

(1) The primary objects of a housing action trust in relation to the designated area for
which it is established shall be—

(a) to secure the repair or improvement of housing accommodation for the time
being held by the trust;

(b) to secure the proper and effective management and use of that housing
accommodation;

(c) to encourage diversity in the interests by virtue of which housing
accommodation in the area is occupied and, in the case of accommodation
which is occupied under tenancies, diversity in the identity of the landlords;
and

(d) generally to secure or facilitate the improvement of living conditions [F1of
those living] in the area and the social conditions and general environment
of the area.

(2) Without prejudice to subsection (1) above, a housing action trust may—
(a) provide and maintain housing accommodation; and
(b) facilitate the provision of shops, advice centres and other facilities for the

benefit of the community or communities who live in the designated area.

[F2(2A) For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that it is immaterial for the purposes
of this section whether action taken by a housing action trust for achieving its objects
or exercising the powers conferred on it by subsection (2) above also—

(a) benefits persons who do not live in the designated area; or



2 Housing Act 1988 (c. 50)
Part III – Housing Action Trust Areas

Document Generated: 2024-03-15
Changes to legislation: Housing Act 1988, Section 63 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before

15 March 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(b) improves the social conditions or general environment of an area outside the
designated area.]

(3) For the purpose of achieving its objects and exercising the powers conferred on it by
subsection (2) above, a housing action trust may—

(a) acquire, hold, manage, reclaim and dispose of land and other property;
(b) carry out building and other operations;
(c) seek to ensure the provision of water, electricity, gas, sewerage and other

services; and
(d) carry on any business or undertaking;

and may generally do anything necessary or expedient for the purposes of those objects
and powers or for purposes incidental thereto.

(4) For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that subsection (3) above relates only
to the capacity of a housing action trust as a statutory corporation; and nothing in this
section authorises such a trust to disregard any enactment or rule of law.

F3(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(6) A transaction between any person and a housing action trust shall not be invalidated
by reason of any failure by the trust to observe the objects in subsection (1) above or
the requirement that the trust shall exercise the powers conferred by subsections (2)
and (3) above for the purpose referred to in that subsection.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 63(1)(d) inserted (1.10.1996) by 1996 c. 52, s. 222, Sch. 18 Pt. IV para. 25(1)(a); S.I.

1996/2402, art. 3 (subject to transitional provisions in Sch.)
F2 S. 63(2A) inserted (1.10.1996) by 1996 c. 52, s. 222, Sch. 18 Pt. IV para. 25(1)(b); S.I. 1996/2402,

art. 3 (subject to transitional provisions in Sch.)
F3 S. 63(5) repealed (2.4.2001) by 2000 c. 34, s. 9(2), Sch. 3; S.I. 2000/566, art. 2(1)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/52
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/52/section/222
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/52/schedule/18/part/IV/paragraph/25/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/2402
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/2402
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/2402/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/2402/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/52
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/52/section/222
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/52/schedule/18/part/IV/paragraph/25/1/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/2402
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/2402/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/2402/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/34
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/34/section/9/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/34/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/566
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2000/566/article/2/1


Housing Act 1988 (c. 50)
Document Generated: 2024-03-15

3

Changes to legislation: 
Housing Act 1988, Section 63 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before
15 March 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that
have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– specified provision(s) savings for amendments by 2018 anaw 1, s. 6, Sch. 6 by S.I.

2019/110 reg. 5

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act savings and transitional provisions for amendments by S.I. 2022/1166 by S.I.

2022/1172 Regulations

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2019/110
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2019/110
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2019/110/regulation/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2022/1172
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2022/1172

