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Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 48

PART I

COPYRIGHT

CHAPTER III

ACTS PERMITTED IN RELATION TO COPYRIGHT WORKS

Designs

51 Design documents and models.

(1) It is not an infringement of any copyright in a design document or model recording or
embodying a design for anything other than an artistic work or a typeface to make an
article to the design or to copy an article made to the design.

(2) Nor is it an infringement of the copyright to issue to the public, or include in a film
[F1or communicate to the public], anything the making of which was, by virtue of
subsection (1), not an infringement of that copyright.

(3) In this section—
“design” means the design of F2...the shape or configuration (whether

internal or external) of the whole or part of an article, other than surface
decoration; and

“design document” means any record of a design, whether in the form of
a drawing, a written description, a photograph, data stored in a computer or
otherwise.
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