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Education Reform Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 40

PART I

SCHOOLS

CHAPTER I

THE CURRICULUM

Religious education

7 Special provisions as to collective worship in county schools

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section, in the case of a county school the
collective worship required in the school by section 6 of this Act shall be wholly or
mainly of a broadly Christian character.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) above, collective worship is of a broadly Christian
character if it reflects the broad traditions of Christian belief without being distinctive
of any particular Christian denomination.

(3) Every act of collective worship required by section 6 of this Act in the case of a county
school need not comply with subsection (1) above provided that, taking any school
term as a whole, most such acts which take place in the school do comply with that
subsection.

(4) Subject to subsections (1) and (3) above—
(a) the extent to which (if at all) any acts of collective worship required by

section 6 of this Act which do not comply with subsection (1) above take place
in a county school;

(b) the extent to which any act of collective worship in a county school which
complies with subsection (1) above reflects the broad traditions of Christian
belief; and
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(c) the ways in which those traditions are reflected in any such act of collective
worship;

shall be such as may be appropriate having regard to any relevant considerations
relating to the pupils concerned which fall to be taken into account in accordance with
subsection (5) below.

(5) Those considerations are—
(a) any circumstances relating to the family backgrounds of the pupils concerned

which are relevant for determining the character of the collective worship
which is appropriate in their case; and

(b) their ages and aptitudes.

(6) Where under section 12 of this Act a standing advisory council on religious education
determine that it is not appropriate for subsection (1) above to apply in the case of any
county school, or in the case of any class or description of pupils at such a school,
then, so long as that determination has effect—

(a) that subsection shall not apply in relation to that school or (as the case may
be) in relation to those pupils; and

(b) the collective worship required by section 6 of this Act in the case of that
school or those pupils shall not be distinctive of any particular Christian or
other religious denomination (but this shall not be taken as preventing that
worship from being distinctive of any particular faith).


