
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the
Agricultural Holdings Act 1986, Section 11. (See end of Document for details)

Agricultural Holdings Act 1986
1986 CHAPTER 5

PART II

PROVISIONS AFFECTING TENANCY DURING ITS CONTINUANCE

Fixed equipment

11 Provision of fixed equipment necessary to comply with statutory requirements.

(1) Where, on an application by the tenant of an agricultural holding, the Tribunal are
satisfied that it is reasonable, having regard to the tenant’s responsibilities to farm the
holding in accordance with the rules of good husbandry, that he should carry on on
the holding an agricultural activity specified in the application to the extent and in the
manner so specified and—

(a) that, unless fixed equipment is provided on the holding, the tenant, in carrying
on that activity to that extent and in that manner, will contravene requirements
imposed by or under any enactment, or

(b) that it is reasonable that the tenant should use, for purposes connected with
that activity, fixed equipment already provided on the holding, but that, unless
that equipment is altered or repaired, the tenant, in using the equipment for
those purposes, will contravene such requirements,

the Tribunal may direct the landlord to carry out, within a period specified in the
direction, such work for the provision or, as the case may be, the alteration or repair of
that fixed equipment as will enable the tenant to comply with the said requirements.

(2) Where it appears to the Tribunal that an agricultural activity specified in the tenant’s
application has not been carried on on the holding continuously for a period of at least
three years immediately preceding the making of the application the Tribunal shall not
direct the landlord to carry out the work in connection with that activity unless they
are satisfied that the starting of the activity did not or, where the activity has not yet
been started, will not constitute or form part of a substantial alteration of the type of
farming carried on on the holding.
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(3) The Tribunal shall not direct the landlord to carry out work under this section unless
they are satisfied—

(a) that it is reasonable to do so having regard to the landlord’s responsibilities
to manage the land comprised in the holding in accordance with the rules of
good estate management and also to the period for which the holding may be
expected to remain a separate holding and to any other material consideration,
and

(b) that the landlord has refused to carry out that work on being requested in
writing to do so by the tenant or has not agreed to carry it out within a
reasonable time after being so requested.

(4) The Tribunal shall not direct the landlord to carry out work under this section if he
is under a duty to carry out the work in order to comply with a requirement imposed
on him by or under any enactment or if provision is made by the contract of tenancy,
or by any other agreement between the landlord and the tenant, for the carrying out
of work by one of them.

(5) If the landlord fails to comply with a direction under this section the tenant shall have
the same remedies as if the contract of tenancy had contained an undertaking by the
landlord to carry out the work required by the direction within the period allowed by
the Tribunal.

(6) Notwithstanding any term in the contract of tenancy restricting the carrying out by the
tenant of alterations to the holding, the remedies referred to in subsection (5) above
shall include the right of the tenant to carry out the work himself and recover the
reasonable cost of the work from the landlord.

(7) The Tribunal, on an application by the landlord, may extend or further extend the
period specified in a direction under this section if it is shown to their satisfaction that
the period so specified, or that period as previously extended under this subsection, as
the case may be, will not allow sufficient time both for the completion of preliminary
arrangements necessary or desirable in connection with the work required by the
direction (including, in appropriate cases, the determination of an application by the
landlord for a grant out of money provided by Parliament in respect of that work) and
for the carrying out of the said work.

(8) The reference in subsection (6) above to the reasonable cost of work carried out by a
tenant shall, where the tenant has received a grant in respect of the work out of money
provided by Parliament, be construed as a reference to the reasonable cost reduced by
the amount of the grant.
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