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Insolvency Act 1986
1986 CHAPTER 45

PART IV

WINDING UP OF COMPANIES REGISTERED UNDER THE COMPANIES ACTS

CHAPTER VI

WINDING UP BY THE COURT

Appointment of liquidator

139 Choice of liquidator [F1by] creditors and contributories.

(1) This section applies where a company is being wound up by the court and
[F2nominations are sought from the company's creditors and contributories] for the
purpose of choosing a person to be liquidator of the company.

(2) The creditors and the contributories [F3may in accordance with the rules] nominate a
person to be liquidator.

(3) The liquidator shall be the person nominated by the creditors or, where no person has
been so nominated, the person (if any) nominated by the contributories.

(4) In the case of different persons being nominated, any contributory or creditor may,
within 7 days after the date on which the nomination was made by the creditors, apply
to the court for an order either—

(a) appointing the person nominated as liquidator by the contributories to be a
liquidator instead of, or jointly with, the person nominated by the creditors; or

(b) appointing some other person to be liquidator instead of the person nominated
by the creditors.
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Textual Amendments
F1 Word in s. 139 heading substituted (26.5.2015 for specified purposes, 6.4.2017 for E.W. in so far as

not already in force, 6.4.2019 for S. in so far as not already in force) by Small Business, Enterprise and
Employment Act 2015 (c. 26), s. 164(1), Sch. 9 para. 34(4); S.I. 2015/1329, reg. 3(d); S.I. 2016/1020,
reg. 4(e) (with reg. 5) (as amended by S.I. 2017/363, reg. 3); S.I. 2019/816, reg. 4(c) (with reg. 5)

F2 Words in s. 139(1) substituted (26.5.2015 for specified purposes, 6.4.2017 for E.W. in so far as not
already in force, 6.4.2019 for S. in so far as not already in force) by Small Business, Enterprise and
Employment Act 2015 (c. 26), s. 164(1), Sch. 9 para. 34(2); S.I. 2015/1329, reg. 3(d); S.I. 2016/1020,
reg. 4(e) (with reg. 5) (as amended by S.I. 2017/363, reg. 3); S.I. 2019/816, reg. 4(c) (with reg. 5)

F3 Words in s. 139(2) substituted (26.5.2015 for specified purposes, 6.4.2017 for E.W. in so far as not
already in force, 6.4.2019 for S. in so far as not already in force) by Small Business, Enterprise and
Employment Act 2015 (c. 26), s. 164(1), Sch. 9 para. 34(3); S.I. 2015/1329, reg. 3(d); S.I. 2016/1020,
reg. 4(e) (with reg. 5) (as amended by S.I. 2017/363, reg. 3); S.I. 2019/816, reg. 4(c) (with reg. 5)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 139 applied (with modifications) (1.12.1994) by S.I. 1994/2421, art. 8(3)(9), Sch. 4 Pt. II para. 14

S. 139 applied (with modifications) (S.) (6.4.2001) by S.S.I. 2001/128, reg. 4(1), Sch. 2
C2 S. 139 applied (with modifications) (6.6.2013) by The Collective Investment in Transferable Securities

(Contractual Scheme) Regulations 2013 (S.I. 2013/1388), Pt. 3reg. 1, Sch. 2 paras. 3, 5 Table (with
reg. 24)

C3 Ss. 138-140 applied (with modifications) (4.1.2024) by S.I. 2021/716, Sch. 1 para. 3 (as amended
by The Payment and Electronic Money Institution Insolvency (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I.
2023/1399), regs. 1(2), 20)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 1986/1999, art. 3, Sch. 1 Pt. 2 by

S.I. 2017/1119 Sch. 3 para. 1
– Act extended (N.I.) for specified purposes (except for ss. 13-15) by 2024 c. 3 Sch. 13

para. 4(3)
– Act savings and transitional provisions for amendments by S.I. 2022/1166 by S.I.

2022/1172 Regulations
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 21(5) inserted by 2024 c. 3 Sch. 13 para. 2(12)(b)
– s. 22(2B) inserted by 2024 c. 3 Sch. 13 para. 2(13)
– s. 22H(1)(a) words inserted by 2024 c. 3 Sch. 13 para. 2(14)(a)
– s. 22H(1)(aa) inserted by 2024 c. 3 Sch. 13 para. 2(14)(b)
– s. 22H(4)(j) words inserted by 2024 c. 3 Sch. 13 para. 2(14)(c)
– s. 22H(4)(k) inserted by 2024 c. 3 Sch. 13 para. 2(14)(d)
– s. 41HB(2) words substituted by 2018 c. 14 s. 1(3)(b)
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