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Gas Act 1986

1986 CHAPTER 44
PART I
GAS SUPPLY
Supplemental
47 Provisions as to regulations.

(1) Regulations made under any provision of this Part may provide for the determination
of questions of fact or of law which may arise in giving effect to the regulations and for
regulating (otherwise than in relation to any court proceedings) any matters relating
to the practice and procedure to be followed in connection with the determination of
such questions, including provision—

(a)
(b)
(©)

(d)

as to the mode of proof of any matter;

as to parties and their representation;

for the right to appear ["'before and be heard by] the Secretary of State, the
Director and other authorities; and

as to awarding costs ["or expenses] of proceedings for the determination
of such questions, determining the amount thereof and the enforcement of
awards thereof.

(2) Regulations made under any provision of this Part which prescribe a period within
which things are to be done may provide for extending the period so prescribed.

(3) Regulations made under any provision of this Part may—

[*(aa)

provide for anything falling to be determined under the regulations to be
determined—
(i) by the Director or by such other person as may be prescribed by the
regulations; and
(i1) in accordance with such procedure and by reference to such matters
and to the opinion of such persons as may be so prescribed;]
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(a) make different provision for different areas or in relation to different cases or
different circumstances; and

(b) provide for such exceptions, limitations and conditions, and make such
supplementary, incidental or transitional provision, as the Secretary of State
[For, as the case may be, the Director] considers necessary or expedient.

(4) Regulations made under any provision of this Part may provide that any person
contravening the regulations shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale.

*3[(5) Proceedings for an offence under any regulations made under any provision of this
Part shall not in England and Wales be instituted except by or with the consent of the
Secretary of State [*°, the Director]] or the Director of Public Prosecutions.

(6) In any proceedings against any person for an offence under any regulations made under
any provision of this Part, it shall be a defence for that person to show—
(a) that he was prevented from complying with the regulations by circumstances
not within his control; or

(b) that circumstances existed by reason of which compliance with the regulations
would or might have involved danger to the public and that he took all such
steps as it was reasonable for him to take both to prevent the circumstances
from occurring and to prevent them from having that effect.

["7(7) Any power to make regulations conferred by this Part on the Secretary of State or the
Authority shall be exercisable by statutory instrument.

(8) Any statutory instrument containing regulations under this Part made by the Secretary
of State shall, except as otherwise provided by this Act, be subject to annulment in
pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.]

Textual Amendments

F1  Words in s. 47(1)(c) substituted (1.7.1992) by Competition and Service (Utilities) Act 1992 (c. 43), s.
56(6), Sch. 1 para. 9(2)(a); Commencement Order No. 1 made on 29.5.1992, art. 3, Sch. Pt. L.

F2  Words in s. 47(1)(d) inserted (1.7.1992) by Competition and Service (Utilities) Act 1992 (c. 43), s.
56(6), Sch. 1 para. 9(2)(b); Commencement Order No. 1 made on 29.5.1992, art. 3, Sch. Pt. L.

F3  S.47(3)(aa) substituted (1.3.1996) by 1995 c. 45, s. 10(1), Sch. 3 para. 53(1)(a); S.I. 1996/218, art. 2

F4  Words in s. 47(3)(b) inserted (1.3.1996) by 1995 c. 45, s. 10(1), Sch. 3 para. 53(1)(b); S.I. 1996/218,
art. 2

F5  S.47(5) repealed (1.3.1996) so far as relating to proceedings for offences created by regulations made
or having effect under section 16 of this Act so far as relating to standards affecting safety by Offshore
Safety Act 1992 (c. 15), s. 3(3)(b), Sch. 2; S.I. 1996/487, art. 2

F6  Words in s. 47(5) substituted (1.3.1996) by 1995 c. 45, s. 10(1), Sch. 3 para. 53(2); S.I. 1996/218, art.
2

F7  S.47(7)(8) substituted (20.12.2000) for sub (7) by 2000 c. 27, s. 100; S.I. 2000/3343, art. 2, Sch.
(subject to transitional provisions in arts. 3-15)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1  Power to repeal or modify s. 47(3)(4) conferred by Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 (c. 37), s.
15 (as amended (1.3.1996) by Offshore Safety Act 1992 (c. 15), s. 2(3)(b); S.I. 1996/487, art. 2)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):

. 5(e) and word inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 185(3)

. 5(1)(ca) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 168(2)(b)

. 5(10A) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 168(2)(c)

. 5(11A)(11B) inserted by 2023 ¢. 52 s. 185(4)

. 7B(5FA) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 185(13)

. 7AC inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 185(6)

. 8AA(11B) inserted by 2023 c. 52 s. 185(14)

. 15A inserted by 1992 c. 43 5. 17

. 23D(2)(d) and word inserted by 2013 c. 32 s. 138(4)(c)(iii)

- S.
2019/1245 reg. 17 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. The affecting
statutory instrument has no legal effect. It was made under a procedure which meant
that it ceased to have effect 28 days after signing unless it was debated and approved
in Parliament within that time. It was not debated and approved within 28 days, so it
has expired with no effect.)

- S.

- S.

= Sch. 4B para. 9B and cross-heading inserted by 2023 c. 52 Sch. 14 para. 4

27(1ZA)(aa) inserted by S.1. 2019/93, Sch. 1 para. 2(2)(b) (as substituted) by S.I.

28(8A) inserted by 2023 c. 52 Sch. 14 para. 3(3)
41E(6)(d) and word inserted by 2013 c. 32 s. 138(4)(f)(ii)
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