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Gas Act 1986

1986 CHAPTER 44

PART I

GAS SUPPLY
Other functions of Director

34 General functions

(1) It shall be the duty of the Director, so far as it appears to him practicable from time
to time, to keep under review the carrying on both within and outside Great Britain of
activities connected with the supply of gas through pipes.

(2) It shall also be the duty of the Director, so far as it appears to him practicable from
time to time, to collect information with respect to the supply of gas through pipes,
and the persons providing such supplies, with a view to his becoming aware of, and
ascertaining the circumstances relating to, matters with respect to which his functions
are exercisable.

(3) The Secretary of State may give general directions indicating—

(a) considerations to which the Director should have particular regard in
determining the order of priority in which matters are to be brought under
review in the performance of his duty under subsection (1) or (2) above; and

(b) considerations to which, in cases where it appears to the Director that any of
his functions are exercisable, he should have particular regard in determining
whether to exercise those functions.

(4) It shall be the duty of the Director, where either he considers it expedient or he is
requested by the Secretary of State or the Director General of Fair Trading to do so, to
give information, advice and assistance to the Secretary of State or that Director with
respect to any matter in respect of which any function of the Director is exercisable.
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35 Publication of information and advice

(1) The Director may arrange for the publication, in such form and in such manner as he
may consider appropriate, of such information and advice as it may appear to him to
be expedient to give to tariff customers and potential tariff customers of public gas
suppliers.

(2) In arranging for the publication of any such information or advice, the Director shall
have regard to the need for excluding, so far as that is practicable-—

(a) any matter which relates to the affairs of an individual, where the publication
of that matter would or might, in the opinion of the Director, seriously and
prejudicially affect the interests of that individual; and

(b) any matter which relates specifically to the affairs of a particular body of
persons, whether corporate or un-incorporate, where publication of that matter
would or might, in the opinion of the Director, seriously and prejudicially
affect the interests of that body.

36 Keeping of register

(1) The Director shall keep a register of notifications and directions under section 6 above,
authorisations under section 7 or 8 above and final and provisional orders at such
premises and in such form as he may determine.

(2) Subject to any direction given under subsection (3) below, the Director shall cause to
be entered in the register the provisions of—

(a) every notification or direction under section 6 above;

(b) every authorisation under section "7 or 8 above and every modification or
revocation of, and every direction or consent given or determination made
under, such an authorisation; and

(c) every final or provisional order, every revocation of such an order and every
notice under section 28(6) above.

(3) If it appears to the Secretary of State that the entry of any provision in the register
would be against the public interest or the commercial interests of any person, he may
direct the Director not to enter that provision in the register.

(4) The register shall be open to public inspection during such hours and subject to
payment of such fee as may be prescribed by an order made by the Secretary of State.

(5) Any person may, on payment of such fee as may be prescribed by an order so made,
require the Director to supply to him a copy of or extract from any part of the register,
certified by the Director to be a true copy or extract.

(6) Any sums received by the Director under this section shall be paid into the
Consolidated Fund.

(7) In this section " final order " and " provisional order " have the same meanings as in
section 28 above.

37 Fixing of maximum charges for reselling gas

(1) The Director shall from time to time fix maximum prices at which gas supplied by
public gas suppliers may be resold, and shall publish the prices so fixed in such manner
as in his opinion will secure adequate publicity therefor.
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(2) Different prices may be fixed under this section in different classes of cases which
may be defined by reference to areas, tariffs applicable to gas supplied by the suppliers
or any other relevant circumstances.

(3) If any person resells any gas supplied by a public gas supplier at a price exceeding
the maximum price fixed under this section and applicable thereto, the amount of the
excess shall be recoverable by the person to whom the gas was resold.

38 Power to require information etc.

(1) Where it appears to the Director that a public gas supplier may be contravening, or
may have contravened, any relevant condition or requirement, the Director may, for
any purpose connected with the exercise of his functions under section 28 or 31 above
in relation to that matter, by notice signed by him—

(a) require any person to produce, at a time and place specified in the notice, to the
Director or to any person appointed by him for the purpose, any documents
which are specified or described in the notice and are in that person's custody
or under his control; or

(b) require any person carrying on any business to furnish to the Director such
information as may be specified or described in the notice, and specify
the time, the manner and the form in which any such information is to be
furnished ;

but no person shall be compelled for any such purpose to produce any documents
which he could not be compelled to produce in civil proceedings before the court
or, in complying with any requirement for the furnishing of information, to give any
information which he could not be compelled to give in evidence in such proceedings.

(2) A person who without reasonable excuse fails to do anything duly required of him by a
notice under subsection (1) above shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale.

(3) A person who intentionally alters, suppresses or destroys any document which he has
been required by any such notice to produce shall be guilty of an offence and liable—

(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum;
(b) on conviction on indictment, to a fine.

(4) If a person makes default in complying with a notice under subsection (1) above, the
court may, on the application of the Director, make such order as the court thinks fit
for requiring the default to be made good; and any such order may provide that all
the costs or expenses of and incidental to the application shall be borne by the person
in default or by any officers of a company or other association who are responsible
for its default.

(5) In this section—

" relevant condition " and " relevant requirement" have the same meanings
as in section 28 above;

" the court" has the same meaning as in section 30 above.

39 Annual and other reports

(1) The Director shall, as soon as practicable after the end of the year 1986 and of each
subsequent calendar year, make to the Secretary of State a report on—
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(a) his activities during that year ; and
(b) the Monopolies Commission's activities during that year so far as relating to
references made by him.

(2) Every such report shall include a general survey of developments, during the year to
which it relates, in respect of matters falling within the scope of the Director's functions
and shall set out any general directions given to the Director during that year under
section 34(3) above.

(3) The Secretary of State shall lay a copy of every report made by the Director under
subsection (1) above before each House of Parliament, shall send a copy of every such
report to the Council and shall arrange for copies of every such report to be published
in such manner as he may consider appropriate.

(4) The Director may also prepare such other reports as appear to him to be expedient
with respect to such matters as are mentioned in subsection (2) above.

(5) The Director shall send a copy of any report prepared under subsection (4) above to
the Council and may arrange for copies of any such report to be published in such
manner as he may consider appropriate.

(6) In making or preparing any report under this section the Director shall have regard to
the need for excluding, so far as that is practicable, the matters specified in section 3
5(2) (a) and (b) above.



