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Companies Act 1985
1985 CHAPTER 6

PART II

RE-REGISTRATION AS A MEANS OF ALTERING A COMPANY’S STATUS

Public company becoming private

53 Re-registration of public company as private.

(1) A public company may be re-registered as a private company if—
(a) a special resolution complying with subsection (2) below that it should be

so re-registered is passed and has not been cancelled by the court under the
following section;

(b) an application for the purpose in the prescribed form and signed by a director
or the secretary of the company is delivered to the registrar of companies,
together with a printed copy of the memorandum and articles of the company
as altered by the resolution; and

(c) the period during which an application for the cancellation of the resolution
under the following section may be made has expired without any such
application having been made; or

(d) where such an application has been made, the application has been withdrawn
or an order has been made under section 54(5) confirming the resolution and
a copy of that order has been delivered to the registrar.

(2) The special resolution must alter the company’s memorandum so that it no longer
states that the company is to be a public company and must make such other alterations
in the company’s memorandum and articles as are requisite in the circumstances.

(3) A company cannot under this section be re-registered otherwise than as a company
limited by shares or by guarantee.



2 Companies Act 1985 (c. 6)
Part II – Re-registration as a means of altering a company’s status

Document Generated: 2024-06-28
Status: Point in time view as at 01/01/2007.

Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Companies
Act 1985, Cross Heading: Public company becoming private. (See end of Document for details)

54 Litigated objection to resolution under s. 53.

(1) Where a special resolution by a public company to be re-registered under section 53
as a private company has been passed, an application may be made to the court for
the cancellation of that resolution.

(2) The application may be made—
(a) by the holders of not less in the aggregate than 5 per cent. in nominal value

of the company’s issued share capital or any class thereof;
(b) if the company is not limited by shares, by not less than 5 per cent. of its

members; or
(c) by not less than 50 of the company’s members;

but not by a person who has consented to or voted in favour of the resolution.

[F1(2A) For the purposes of subsection (2)(a), any of the company’s issued share capital held
as treasury shares must be disregarded.]

(3) The application must be made within 28 days after the passing of the resolution and
may be made on behalf of the persons entitled to make the application by such one or
more of their number as they may appoint in writing for the purpose.

(4) If such an application is made, the company shall forthwith give notice in the
prescribed form of that fact to the registrar of companies.

(5) On the hearing of the application, the court shall make an order either cancelling or
confirming the resolution and—

(a) may make that order on such terms and conditions as it thinks fit, and may (if it
thinks fit) adjourn the proceedings in order that an arrangement may be made
to the satisfaction of the court for the purchase of the interests of dissentient
members; and

(b) may give such directions and make such orders as it thinks expedient for
facilitating or carrying into effect any such arrangement.

(6) The court’s order may, if the court thinks fit, provide for the purchase by the company
of the shares of any of its members and for the reduction accordingly of the company’s
capital, and may make such alterations in the company’s memorandum and articles as
may be required in consequence of that provision.

(7) The company shall, within 15 days from the making of the court’s order, or within
such longer period as the court may at any time by order direct, deliver to the registrar
of companies [F2a copy] of the order.

(8) If the court’s order requires the company not to make any, or any specified, alteration
in its memorandum or articles, the company has not then power without the leave of
the court to make any such alteration in breach of the requirement.

(9) An alteration in the memorandum or articles made by virtue of an order under this
section, if not made by resolution of the company, is of the same effect as if duly made
by resolution; and this Act applies accordingly to the memorandum or articles as so
altered.

(10) A company which fails to comply with subsection (4) or subsection (7), and any officer
of it who is in default, is liable to a fine and, for continued contravention, to a daily
default fine.
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Textual Amendments
F1 S. 54(2A) inserted (1.12.2003) by The Companies (Acquisition of Own Shares)(Treasury Shares)

Regulations 2003 (S.I. 2003/1116), reg. 4, {Sch. para. 3}
F2 Words in s. 54(7) substituted (1.1.2007) by The Companies (Registrar, Languages and Trading

Disclosures) Regulations 2006 (S.I. 2006/3429), reg. 3(1)(a)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 54 extended by Companies Consolidation (Consequential Provisions) Act 1985 (c.9, SIF 27), s. 4(1)

55 Certificate of re-registration under s. 53.

(1) If the registrar of companies is satisfied that a company may be re-registered under
section 53, he shall—

(a) retain the application and other documents delivered to him under that section;
and

(b) issue the company with a certificate of incorporation appropriate to a private
company.

(2) On the issue of the certificate—
(a) the company by virtue of the issue becomes a private company; and
(b) the alterations in the memorandum and articles set out in the resolution under

section 53 take effect accordingly.

(3) The certificate is conclusive evidence—
(a) that the requirements of section 53 in respect of re-registration and of matters

precedent and incidental to it have been complied with; and
(b) that the company is a private company.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C2 S. 55(1)(b) modified (1.7.2005) by Companies (Audit, Investigations and Community Enterprise) Act

2004 (c. 27), ss. 52(2), 65; S.I. 2004/3322, art. 2(3), Sch. 3 (subject to arts. 3-13)
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