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Local Government Act 1985
1985 CHAPTER 51

PART IV

POLICE, FIRE SERVICES, CIVIL DEFENCE AND TRANSPORT

Functions

37 Police and fire services

Schedule 11 to this Act shall have effect, as from the abolition date, for vesting
functions relating to police, fire services and certain related matters in the police
authorities and fire and civil defence authorities established by this Part of this Act.

38 Civil defence

(1) Any functions which immediately before the abolition date are exercisable by a
metropolitan county council by virtue of regulations made under section 2 of the Civil
Defence Act 1948 shall on that date become functions of the metropolitan county fire
and civil defence authority; and accordingly references in those regulations to a county
council shall include references to such an authority.

(2) Any functions which immediately before the abolition date are exercisable by the
Greater London Council by virtue of those regulations shall on that date become
functions of the London Fire and Civil Defence Authority; and accordingly for any
reference in those regulations to that Council there shall be substituted a reference to
that Authority.

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) above are without prejudice to any functions exercisable under
those regulations by the authorities there mentioned in their capacity as fire authorities.

(4) For the purpose of determining whether any, and if so what, deduction should be made
from grants payable in accordance with regulations made under section 3 of the said
Act of 1948 to an authority to which functions are transferred by subsection (1) or (2)
above from another authority, any land or article acquired by, or article provided for,



2 Local Government Act 1985 (c. 51)
PART IV – Police, Fire Services, Civil Defence and Transport

Document Generated: 2024-04-02
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

that other authority for the purposes of those functions shall be treated as having been
acquired or, as the case may be, provided for the first-mentioned authority.

(5) The power to vary or revoke regulations made under the said Act of 1948 shall include
power to amend or repeal any of the foregoing provisions of this section.

39 Passenger transport

(1) Schedule 12 to this Act shall have effect for transferring functions relating to passenger
transport to the metropolitan county passenger transport authorities and for making
provision with respect to the exercise of those functions.

(2) In that Schedule paragraphs 1 to 4 shall have effect from the abolition date and
paragraph 5 shall have effect as provided in sub-paragraph (5) of that paragraph.

40 Airports

(1) If, in the case of any airport in respect of which a metropolitan county council has
property, rights or liabilities, the Secretary of State is satisfied that the councils of the
districts comprised in the county have agreed on—

(a) the operation of the airport from the abolition date by a committee consisting
of or including members appointed by all or any of those councils; and

(b) the transfer or division of the property, rights and liabilities of the metropolitan
county council to or among all or any of those councils,

he may, by an order coming into force on that date, provide for the transfer or division
of that property and those rights and liabilities in accordance with the agreement.

(2) If, in the case of any such airport, the Secretary of State is not satisfied as aforesaid
he may by an order coming into force on the abolition date provide for the transfer of
the property, rights and liabilities of the metropolitan county council in respect of the
airport to the metropolitan county passenger transport authority.

(3) In sections 30 to 33. 35, 37(3), (4) and (5), 60(3)(a) and 88 (10) of the Civil Aviation
Act 1982 (airport functions of local authorities) references to a local authority shall
include references to a metropolitan county passenger transport authority; and before
making any order under subsection (1) or (2) above the Secretary of State shall satisfy
himself that any necessary consent under section 30 of that Act has been or will be
obtained.

41 Questions on discharge of functions

Arrangements shall be made (whether by standing orders or otherwise) for enabling
questions on the discharge of the functions of a joint authority to be put in the course
of the proceedings of any constituent council by members of that council for answer
by a member of it who is also a member of the authority and is nominated by the
authority for that purpose.

42 Reorganisation of functions

(1) The Secretary of State may by order make provision for any of the following
purposes—

(a) the constitution of a metropolitan district or of the county of Northumberland
as a separate police area with its own police force and police authority;
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(b) the constitution of the council of a metropolitan district or London borough
or the Common Council as the fire authority for that district or borough or for
the City and the Temples, as the case may be;

(c) the exclusion of any metropolitan district from, or the abolition of, any
passenger transport area which is or was coterminous with a metropolitan
county or, as respects any functions exercisable by a metropolitan county
passenger transport authority otherwise than by virtue of section 39 above, the
exclusion of the council of any such district from the authority's constituent
councils;

(d) whether or not an order is made for any of the foregoing purposes, the
transfer to the council of a metropolitan district or London borough or to the
Common Council in respect of its area of any functions that would otherwise
be exercisable in respect of that area by a joint authority or, in the case of the
council of a metropolitan district, by a Passenger Transport Executive.

(2) The Secretary of State may by order make provision for—
(a) the amalgamation of a police area for which a police authority is constituted

by this Part of this Act or by an order under subsection (1) above with any
other police area or the exclusion from a police area for which a police
authority is constituted by this Part of this Act of any area for which a separate
police authority could be constituted by an order under that subsection and its
amalgamation with any other such area or with another police area; or

(b) the combination of the area of any fire authority constituted by this Part of this
Act or by an order under subsection (1) above with the area of any other fire
authority or the exclusion from an area for which a fire authority is constituted
by this Part of this Act of any area for which a separate fire authority could
be constituted by an order under that subsection and its combination with any
other such area or with the area of another fire authority.

(3) Before making an order under this section the Secretary of State shall consult each
of the following bodies which appears to him to be affected by the order, that is to
say, any police, fire or passenger transport authority, the council of a county, district
or London borough and the Common Council.

(4) An order under this section may contain such supplementary and transitional
provisions as the Secretary of State thinks necessary or expedient, including provisions
for the transfer of property, staff, rights and liabilities and provisions amending any
other provision of this Act, any other enactment or any instrument made under any
enactment.


