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Representation of the People Act 1983
1983 CHAPTER 2

PART I

PARLIAMENTARY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT FRANCHISE AND ITS EXERCISE

Offences

65 Tampering with nomination papers, ballot papers, etc.

(1) A person shall be guilty of an offence, if, at a parliamentary or local government
election, he—

(a) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any nomination paper; or
(b) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any ballot paper, or the official

mark on any ballot paper, or any [F1postal voting statement or] declaration of
identity or official envelope used in connection with voting by post; or

(c) without due authority supplies any ballot paper to any person; or
(d) fraudulently puts into any ballot box any paper other than the ballot paper

which he is authorised by law to put in; or
(e) fraudulently takes out of the polling station any ballot paper; or
(f) without due authority destroys, takes, opens or otherwise interferes with any

ballot box or packet of ballot papers then in use for the purposes of the
election; or

(g) fraudulently or without due authority, as the case may be, attempts to do any
of the foregoing acts.

(2) In Scotland, a person shall be guilty of an offence if—
(a) at a parliamentary or local government election, he forges any nomination

paper, delivers to the returning officer any nomination paper knowing it to be
forged, or forges or counterfeits any ballot paper or the official mark on any
ballot paper; or
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(b) at a local government election, he signs any nomination paper as candidate
or in any other capacity certifies the truth of any statement contained in it,
knowing such statement to be false; or

(c) he fraudulently or without due authority, as the case may be, attempts to do
any of the foregoing acts.

[F2(3) If a returning officer, a presiding officer or a clerk appointed to assist in taking the
poll, counting the votes or assisting at the proceedings in connection with the issue
or receipt of postal ballot papers is guilty of an offence under this section, he shall
be liable—

(a) on conviction on indictment to a fine, or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 2 years, or to both;

(b) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum, or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months, or to both

(4) If any other person is guilty of an offence under this section, he shall be liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale, or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months, or to both.]

F2(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

[F3(5) Subsections (3) and (4) do not apply where section 16 of the National Security Act
2023 (which provides for higher sentences in cases of foreign interference) applies in
relation to the offence.]

Textual Amendments
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23, Sch. 3 para. 2

F3 S. 65(5) inserted (20.12.2023) by National Security Act 2023 (c. 32), s. 100(1), Sch. 1 para. 2(2) (with
s. 97); S.I. 2023/1272, reg. 2(a)
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C1 S. 65 applied (with modifications) (E.W.S.) by S.I. 1986/2209, regs. 2, 3, 5(1)(6)-(8), Sch. 1 Pt. I

S. 65 applied (with modifications) (N.I.) by S.I. 1986/2250, regs. 2, 3, 5, Sch. 1 Pt. I
S. 65 applied (with modifications) (31.7.1997) by 1997 c. 61, s. 3, Sch. 3 para. 13 Table 1
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Referendums Order 2004 (S.I. 2004/1962), art. 6(2), Sch. 2 Pt. 2
S. 65 applied (with modifications) (E.) (28.7.2007) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of
Referendums) (England) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/2089), regs. 8, 11, 13, {Sch. 4 Table 1}

C2 S. 65 modified (S.) (17.2.2007) by Local Electoral Administration and Registration Services
(Scotland) Act 2006 (asp 14), s. 34(1)(a), 77; S.S.I. 2007/26, art. 3(1)(h)

C3 S. 65 applied (with modifications) (W.) (24.7.2008) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of
Referendums) (Wales) Regulations 2008 (S.I. 2008/1848), reg. 8, {Sch. 4 para. 1 Table 1}
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Sch. 3)

C10 S. 65 applied (with modifications) (26.2.2016) by The European Union Referendum (Conduct)
Regulations 2016 (S.I. 2016/219), reg. 1, Sch. 1 para. 17 (with Sch. 1 para. 1(3))

C11 S. 65(1)(a) applied (with modifications) (N.I.) (4.5.1996) by S.I. 1996/1220, art. 3(1)(5)-(8), Sch. 1
C12 S. 65(3) amended (N.I.) (prosp.) by Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50, SIF 42), s. 10, Sch.

1 para. 26
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– s. 63(3)(ba) inserted by 2006 c. 22 s. 7 (This amendment not applied to
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s. 23; S.I. 2013/702, art. 3(e))

– s. 81(4A)(4B) inserted by 2006 asp 14 s. 19(2)
– s. 113(7)(b)(c) inserted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 15(b) (This amendment not
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by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– s. 114(4) inserted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 16 (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in force by S.I.
2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– s. 115(3) inserted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 17 (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in force by S.I.
2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– s. 139(6A) inserted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 19(2) (This amendment not applied
to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in force by S.I.
2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– s. 165(3A) inserted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 20 (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in force by S.I.
2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– s. 201(2B) inserted by 2009 c. 12 s. 33(9) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Ss. 30-34 repealed (10.6.2014 for E.W., 15.9.2014 for N.I.,
19.9.2014 for S.) by Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 (c. 6), s.
27(1), Sch. 4 para. 24(b) (with Sch. 5); S.I. 2014/414, art. 5(m); S.I. 2014/2439, art.
2(l))

– s. 203A applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2001/2599, Sch. 1 table (as amended)
by 2022 c. 37 Sch. 8 para. 11(3)

– s. 203A203B applied by 1989 c. 3, Sch. 1 Pt. 1 (as amended) by 2022 c. 37 Sch. 8
para. 9(4)

– s. 203B applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2001/2599, Sch. 1 table (as amended)
by 2022 c. 37 Sch. 8 para. 11(3)

– Sch. 1 rule 37A inserted by 2011 c. 1 s. 9(1) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S. 9 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in force by S.I.
2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(a))

– Sch. 1 rule 45A45B inserted by 2011 c. 1 s. 9(2) (This amendment not applied
to legislation.gov.uk. S. 9 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in force by S.I.
2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(a))

– Sch. 1 rule 46(3) inserted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 5(3) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in force
by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 47(3A)(3B) inserted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 6(4) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in force
by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 40(1B)(a) repealed by 2006 c. 22 Sch. 2
– Sch. 1 rule 18 substituted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 2 (This amendment not applied

to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in force by S.I.
2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 47(4)(d) substituted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 6(5)(b) (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in
force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 61(2)(c) substituted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 10(3) (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in
force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 62 substituted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 11(1) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in force
by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 47(1)(aa)(b) substituted for Sch. 1 rule 47(1)(b) by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10
para. 6(2)(a) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed
(8.7.2011) without ever being in force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))
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– Sch. 1 rule 47(2)-(2E) substituted for Sch. 1 rule 47(2) by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para.
6(3) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011)
without ever being in force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 47(4)(aa)(b) substituted for Sch. 1 rule 47(4)(b) by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10
para. 6(5)(a) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed
(8.7.2011) without ever being in force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 4949A substituted for Sch. 1 rule 49 by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 7 (This
amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without
ever being in force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 50(1)(a)(aa)(ab)(b)(c) substituted for Sch. 1 rule 50(1)(a)-(c) by 2011 c. 1
Sch. 10 para. 8 (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed
(8.7.2011) without ever being in force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 61(2)(a)(aa) substituted for Sch. 1 rule 61(2)(a) by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para.
10(2) (This amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011)
without ever being in force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 46(1)(1A) substituted for rule 46(1) by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 5(1) (This
amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without
ever being in force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 46(2) words inserted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 5(2) (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in
force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 47 heading words inserted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 6(1) (This
amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without
ever being in force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 29(5) words substituted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 3 (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in
force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 44(5) words substituted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 4 (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in
force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 47(1) words substituted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 6(2)(c) (This
amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without
ever being in force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 47(1)(d) words substituted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 6(2)(b) (This
amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without
ever being in force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 53(4) words substituted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 9 (This amendment
not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without ever being in
force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 1 rule 61(1) words substituted by 2011 c. 1 Sch. 10 para. 10(1) (This
amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 10 repealed (8.7.2011) without
ever being in force by S.I. 2011/1702, arts. 1, 2(b))

– Sch. 2 para. 1(4ZA)-(4ZC) inserted by 2009 c. 12 s. 33(10)(a) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Ss. 30-34 repealed (10.6.2014 for E.W., 15.9.2014 for
N.I., 19.9.2014 for S.) by Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 (c. 6),
s. 27(1), Sch. 4 para. 24(b) (with Sch. 5); S.I. 2014/414, art. 5(m); S.I. 2014/2439,
art. 2(l))

– Sch. 2 para. 1(6A) inserted by 2009 c. 12 s. 33(10)(e) (This amendment not applied
to legislation.gov.uk. Ss. 30-34 repealed (10.6.2014 for E.W., 15.9.2014 for N.I.,
19.9.2014 for S.) by Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 (c. 6), s.
27(1), Sch. 4 para. 24(b) (with Sch. 5); S.I. 2014/414, art. 5(m); S.I. 2014/2439, art.
2(l))

– Sch. 2 para. 5C inserted by 2022 c. 37 Sch. 4 para. 5
– Sch. 6A applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2001/2599, Sch. 1 table (as inserted) by

2022 c. 37 Sch. 8 para. 11(4)
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– Sch. 6A applied by 1989 c. 3, Sch. 1 Pt. 1 (as amended) by 2022 c. 37 Sch. 8 para.
9(4)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/schedule/8/paragraph/9/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/schedule/8/paragraph/9/4

