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S C H E D U L E S

[F1SCHEDULE 3D

TEXT OF THE 1996 HAGUE CONVENTION

Textual Amendments
F1 Sch. 3D inserted (31.12.2020) by Private International Law (Implementation of Agreements) Act 2020

(c. 24), s. 4(3), Sch. 1 (with s. 3(1))

CONVENTION ON JURISDICTION, APPLICABLE LAW, RECOGNITION,
ENFORCEMENT AND CO-OPERATION IN RESPECT OF PARENTAL

RESPONSIBILITY AND MEASURES FOR THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

CHAPTER III

APPLICABLE LAW

Article 15

(1) In exercising their jurisdiction under the provisions of Chapter II, the authorities of
the Contracting States shall apply their own law.

(2) However, in so far as the protection of the person or the property of the child requires,
they may exceptionally apply or take into consideration the law of another State with
which the situation has a substantial connection.

(3) If the child's habitual residence changes to another Contracting State, the law of that
other State governs, from the time of the change, the conditions of application of the
measures taken in the State of the former habitual residence.

Article 16

(1) The attribution or extinction of parental responsibility by operation of law, without
the intervention of a judicial or administrative authority, is governed by the law of
the State of the habitual residence of the child.

(2) The attribution or extinction of parental responsibility by an agreement or a unilateral
act, without intervention of a judicial or administrative authority, is governed by the
law of the State of the child's habitual residence at the time when the agreement or
unilateral act takes effect.

(3) Parental responsibility which exists under the law of the State of the child's habitual
residence subsists after a change of that habitual residence to another State.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/27/schedule/3D
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/24/section/4/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/24/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/24/section/3/1


2 Civil Jurisdiction and Judgments Act 1982 (c. 27)
SCHEDULE 3D – Text of the 1996 Hague Convention

Document Generated: 2024-03-27
Changes to legislation: Civil Jurisdiction and Judgments Act 1982, CHAPTER III is up to date with all changes known to be in
force on or before 27 March 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been
made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(4) If the child's habitual residence changes, the attribution of parental responsibilty
by operation of law to a person who does not already have such responsibility is
governed by the law of the State of the new habitual residence.

Article 17

The exercise of parental responsibility is governed by the law of the State of the child's habitual
residence. If the child's habitual residence changes, it is governed by the law of the State of the
new habitual residence.

Article 18

The parental responsibility referred to in Article 16 may be terminated, or the conditions of its
exercise modified, by measures taken under this Convention.

Article 19

(1) The validity of a transaction entered into between a third party and another person
who would be entitled to act as the child's legal representative under the law of the
State where the transaction was concluded cannot be contested, and the third party
cannot be held liable, on the sole ground that the other person was not entitled to
act as the child's legal representative under the law designated by the provisions of
this Chapter, unless the third party knew or should have known that the parental
responsibility was governed by the latter law.

(2) The preceding paragraph applies only if the transaction was entered into between
persons present on the territory of the same State.

Article 20

The provisions of this Chapter apply even if the law designated by them is the law of a non-
Contracting State.

Article 21

(1) In this Chapter the term “law” means the law in force in a State other than its choice
of law rules.

(2) However, if the law applicable according to Article 16 is that of a non-Contracting
State and if the choice of law rules of that State designate the law of another non-
Contracting State which would apply its own law, the law of the latter State applies.
If that other non-Contracting State would not apply its own law, the applicable law
is that designated by Article 16.

Article 22

The application of the law designated by the provisions of this Chapter can be refused only
if this application would be manifestly contrary to public policy, taking into account the best
interests of the child.]
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2018/1125 reg. 8 (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. S.I. 2018/1125, reg. 8 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of
Private International Law (Implementation of Agreements) Act 2020 (c. 24), s. 4(3),
Sch. 5 para. 4(4))

Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– Sch. 8 rule 2(g) words substituted by 2024 asp 2 Sch. 1 para. 15
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