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British Nationality Act 1981
1981 CHAPTER 61

PART V

MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY

53 Citation, commencement and extent.

(1) This Act may be cited as the British Nationality Act 1981.

(2) This Act, except the provisions mentioned in subsection (3), shall come into force on
such day as the Secretary of State may by order made by statutory instrument appoint;
and references to the commencement of this Act shall be construed as references to
the beginning of that day.

(3) Section 49 and this section shall come into force on the passing of this Act.

(4) This Act extends to Northern Ireland.

(5) The provisions of this Act, except those mentioned in subsection (7), extend to the
Islands and all [F1British overseas territories] ; and section 36 of the M1Immigration
Act 1971 (power to extend provisions of that Act to Islands) shall apply to the said
excepted provisions as if they were provisions of that Act.

F2(6) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(7) The provisions referred to in subsections (5) F3. . . are—
(a) section 39 and Schedule 4;
(b) section 52(7) and Schedule 8 so far as they relate to the Immigration Act 1971;

and
(c) section 52(8) and Schedule 9 so far as they relate to provisions of the

Immigration Act 1971 other than Schedule 1.

Subordinate Legislation Made
P1 Power of appointment under s. 53(2) fully exercised: 1.1.1983 appointed by S.I. 1982/933

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1982/933
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Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 53(5) substituted (26.2.2002) by British Overseas Territories Act 2002 (C. 8), {s. 1(1)(b)}
F2 S. 53(6) repealed (8.11.1995) by 1995 c. 44, s. 1, Sch. 1 Pt.II
F3 Words in s. 53(7) repealed (8.11.1995) by 1995 c. 44, s. 1, Sch. 1 Pt.II

Marginal Citations
M1 1971 c. 77.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/44/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/44/schedule/1/part/II
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/44/section/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/44/schedule/1/part/II
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1971/77
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 6(3)(4) inserted by 2009 c. 11 s. 40(2) (Amending provision prospectively

repealed by 2022 c. 36, s. 9(3)(a))
– s. 41(1)(bc)-(be) inserted by 2009 c. 11 s. 41(2) (Amending provision prospectively

repealed by 2022 c. 36, s. 9(3)(a))
– s. 41(1B)(1C) inserted by 2009 c. 11 s. 41(3) (Amending provision prospectively

repealed by 2022 c. 36, s. 9(3)(a))
– Sch. 1 para. 2(1)(ba)(bb) inserted by 2009 c. 11 s. 39(5) (Amending provision

prospectively repealed by 2022 c. 36, s. 9(3)(a))
– Sch. 1 para. 2(1)(ca) inserted by 2009 c. 11 s. 39(7) (Amending provision

prospectively repealed by 2022 c. 36, s. 9(3)(a))
– Sch. 1 para. 2(5) inserted by 2009 c. 11 s. 39(10) (Amending provision prospectively

repealed by 2022 c. 36, s. 9(3)(a))
– Sch. 1 para. 6(2)-(4) inserted by 2022 c. 36 Sch. 1 para. 3(4)(d)
– Sch. 1 para. 2(1)(c) repealed by 2009 c. 11 s. 39(6)Sch. Pt. 2 (Amending provision

prospectively repealed by 2022 c. 36, s. 9(3)(a))
– Sch. 1 para. 2(1)(a) substituted by 2009 c. 11 s. 39(4) (Amending provision

prospectively repealed by 2022 c. 36, s. 9(3)(a))
– Sch. 1 para. 2(2)-(4) substituted for Sch. 1 para. 2(2)(3) by 2009 c. 11 s. 39(9)

(Amending provision prospectively repealed by 2022 c. 36, s. 9(3)(a))
– Sch. 1 para. 2(1)(d) word substituted by 2009 c. 11 s. 39(8)(a) (Amending provision

prospectively repealed by 2022 c. 36, s. 9(3)(a))
– Sch. 1 para. 2(1)(d) words substituted by 2009 c. 11 s. 39(8)(b) (Amending provision

prospectively repealed by 2022 c. 36, s. 9(3)(a))

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/section/40/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/section/41/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/section/41/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/section/39/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/section/39/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/section/39/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/36/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/36/schedule/1/paragraph/3/4/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/section/39/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/schedule/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/section/39/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/section/39/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/section/39/8/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/11/section/39/8/b

