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Representation of the People Act 1981
1981 CHAPTER 34

1 Disqualification of certain offenders for membership of the House of Commons.

A person found guilty of one or more offences (whether before or after the passing of
this Act and whether in the United Kingdom or elsewhere), and sentenced or ordered to
be imprisoned or detained indefinitely or for more than one year, shall be disqualified
for membership of the House of Commons while detained anywhere in the British
Islands or the Republic of Ireland in pursuance of the sentence or order or while
unlawfully at large at a time when he would otherwise be so detained.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 1 modified by Repatriation of Prisoners Act 1984 (c. 47, SIF 39:1), s. 3, Sch. para. 7
C2 S. 1 modified by Government of Wales Act 2006 (c. 32), s. 16(3) the amending provision coming into

force immediately after "the 2007 election" (held on 3.5.2007) subject to s. 161(4)(5) of the amending
Act, which provides for certain provisions to come into force for specified purposes immediately after
the end of "the initial period" (which ended with the day of the first appointment of a First Minister on
25.5.2007) - see ss. 46, 161(1)(4)(5) of the amending Act (with Sch. 11 para. 22)
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