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Fisheries Act 1981
1981 CHAPTER 29

PART III

REGULATION OF SEA FISHING

22 Power to restrict sea fishing.

(1) For subsections (1) to (4) of the M1Sea Fish (Conservation) Act 1967 (power to restrict
fishing for sea fish) there shall be substituted—

“(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Ministers may by order prohibit
in any area specified in the order and either for a period so specified or without
limitation of time—

(a) all fishing for sea fish; or
(b) fishing for any description of sea fish specified in the order; or
(c) fishing for sea fish, or for any description of sea fish specified in the

order, by any method so specified,
by any fishing boat to which the prohibition applies; and where any fishing
boat is used in contravention of any prohibition imposed by an order under this
section, the master, the owner and the charterer (if any) shall each be guilty
of an offence under this subsection.

(2) Orders under this section may make different provision in relation to fishing
boats of different descriptions.”

(2) In subsection (6) of that section (duty to return of fish to the sea)—
(a) [F1 for the words “a fishing boat to which the obligation imposed by this

subsection applies” there shall be substituted the words “ a fishing boat to
which the order applies ” ; ]

(b) after the words “subject to section 9 of this Act” there shall be inserted the
words “ and except where the order otherwise provides ”;

(3) [F2For subsection (8) of that section there shall be substituted—
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“(8) An order under this section relating to an area outside British fishery limits
shall not apply to any fishing boat other than—

(a) a British fishing boat registered in the United Kingdom; or
(b) in do far as the order relates to fishing for salmon or migratory trout,

a fishing boat which is British-owned but not registered under the
Merchant Shipping Act 1894;

but an order under this section relating to an area within those limits may
apply to any fishing boat.”]

(4) Section 23(1) of the said Act of 1967 (restricted operation of sction 5 in waters adjacent
to Northern Ireland) shall cease to have effect.

(5) Any order in force under the said section 5 immediately before the coming into force of
this section shall have effect as if made under that section as amended by this section.
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