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Public Passenger Vehicles Act 1981
1981 CHAPTER 14

PART II

GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO PUBLIC SERVICE VEHICLES

Public service vehicle operators' licences

17 Revocation, suspension etc. of licences

(1) The traffic commissioners by whom a standard licence was granted shall revoke
the licence if it appears to them at any time that the holder no longer satisfies the
requirement to be of good repute, the requirement to be of appropriate financial
standing or the requirement as to professional competence.

(2) Without prejudice to subsection (1) above, the traffic commissioners by whom a PSV
operator's licence was granted may, on any of the grounds specified in subsection (3)
below, at any time—

(a) revoke the licence;
(b) suspend the licence for such period as the commissioners direct (during which

time it shall be of no effect);
(c) curtail the period of validity of the licence;
(d) vary any condition attached under subsection (1) of section 16 of this Act to

the licence, or attach to the licence (whether in addition to or in place of any
existing condition so attached to it) any such condition as is mentioned in that
subsection.

(3) The grounds for action under subsection (2) above are—
(a) that the holder of the licence made or procured to be made for the purposes

of his application for the licence, or for the purposes of an application for a
variation of the licence, a statement of fact which (whether to his knowledge
or not) was false, or a statement of intention or expectation which has not
been fulfilled;

(b) that there has been a contravention of any condition attached to the licence:



2 Public Passenger Vehicles Act 1981 (c. 14)
PART II – General Provisions Relating to Public Service Vehicles

Document Generated: 2024-03-20
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(c) that a prohibition under section 9 of this Act has been imposed with respect
to a vehicle owned or operated by the holder of the licence, or that the holder
of the licence has been convicted of an offence under subsection (9) of that
section;

(d) in the case of a restricted licence, that the holder no longer satisfies the
requirement to be of good repute or the requirement to be of appropriate
financial standing;

(e) that there has been since the licence was granted or varied a material change
in any of the circumstances of the holder of the licence which were relevant
to the grant or variation of his licence.

(4) Traffic commissioners shall not take any action under subsection (1) or (2) above in
respect of any licence without first holding a public sitting if the holder of the licence
requests them to do so.

(5) Where traffic commissioners decide to revoke a licence under this section, they
may direct that the revocation shall not take effect for such period as appears to
them reasonably required to enable the business carried on under the licence to be
transferred to another person duly licensed to carry it on.

(6) The provisions of Schedule 3 to this Act shall apply for the purposes of subsections
(1) and (3)(d) above as they apply for the purposes of section 14(1) of this Act.


