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Reserve Forces Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 9

PART VII

ULSTER DEFENCE REGIMENT

Offences

143 Failure to attend or comply

(1) Any member of the Ulster Defence Regiment who—
(a) when required by or in pursuance of regulations making any such provision as

is mentioned in section 44 above to attend at any place fails without reasonable
excuse to attend in accordance with the requirement, or

(b) fails without reasonable excuse to comply with orders or regulations under
this Part of this Act,

shall, whether otherwise subject to military law or not, be guilty of an offence and
liable on conviction by court-martial to a fine not exceeding £5,

(2) That offence shall, for all purposes of and incidental to the trial of the offender,
including the summary disposal of the case otherwise than by court-martial, be deemed
to be an offence under the Army Act 1955.

144 Assistance in desertion, etc.

(1) Any person who, in Northern Ireland or elsewhere—
(a) procures or persuades any member of the Ulster Defence Regiment to desert

within the meaning of section 37 of the Army Act 1955 or to absent himself
without leave, or

(b) knowing that any member of that force is about to desert as mentioned in
paragraph (a) above or to absent himself without leave, assists him in so doing,
or
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(c) knowing any person to be a deserter within the meaning of that section 37 or
an absentee without leave from that force, procures or persuades or assists him
to remain such a deserter or absentee, or assists in his rescue from custody,

shall be liable—
(i) on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum or to

imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 months or to both;
(ii) on conviction on indictment in Northern Ireland to a fine not exceeding £500

or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to both ;
(iii) on conviction on indictment elsewhere in the United Kingdom to a fine or to

imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to both.

(2) In subsection (1) above "the statutory maximum", in relation to a fine on summary
conviction, means—

(a) in England and Wales, the prescribed sum within the meaning of section 28
of the Criminal Law Act 1977 (at the passing of this Act £1,000);

(b) in Scotland, the prescribed sum within the meaning of section 289B of the
Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (at the passing of this Act £1,000);
and

(c) in Northern Ireland, £50.


