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Highways Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 66

PART IX

LAWFUL AND UNLAWFUL INTERFERENCE WITH HIGHWAYS AND STREETS

Obstruction of highways and streets

[F1137ZAPower to order offender to remove obstruction.

(1) Where a person is convicted of an offence under section 137 above in respect of the
obstruction of a highway and it appears to the court that—

(a) the obstruction is continuing, and
(b) it is in that person’s power to remove the cause of the obstruction,

the court may, in addition to or instead of imposing any punishment, order him to
take, within such reasonable period as may be fixed by the order, such steps as may
be specified in the order for removing the cause of the obstruction.

(2) The time fixed by an order under subsection (1) above may be extended or further
extended by order of the court on an application made before the end of the time as
originally fixed or as extended under this subsection, as the case may be.

(3) If a person fails without reasonable excuse to comply with an order under
subsection (1) above, he is guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not exceeding level
5 on the standard scale; and if the offence is continued after conviction he is guilty
of a further offence and liable to a fine not exceeding[F2one-twentieth of the greater
of £5,000 or level 4 on the standard scale] for each day on which the offence is so
continued.

(4) Where, after a person is convicted of an offence under subsection (3) above, the
highway authority for the highway concerned exercise any power to remove the cause
of the obstruction, they may recover from that person the amount of any expenses
reasonably incurred by them in, or in connection with, doing so.
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(5) A person against whom an order is made under subsection (1) above is not liable under
section 137 above in respect of the obstruction concerned—

(a) during the period fixed under that subsection or any extension under
subsection (2) above, or

(b) during any period fixed under section 311(1) below by a court before whom he
is convicted of an offence under subsection (3) above in respect of the order.]
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