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Education (Scotland) Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 44

PART I

PROVISION OF EDUCATION BY EDUCATION AUTHORITIES

School education and further education

8 Religious instruction

(1) Whereas it has been the custom in the public schools of Scotland for religious
observance to be practised and for instruction in religion to be given to pupils whose
parents did not object to such observance or instruction, but with liberty to parents,
without forfeiting any of the other advantages of the schools, to elect that their children
should not take part in such observance or receive such instruction, be it enacted that
education authorities shall be at liberty to continue the said custom, subject to the
provisions of section 9 of this Act.

(2) It shall not be lawful for an education authority to discontinue religious observance
or the provision of instruction in religion in terms of subsection (1) above, unless and
until a resolution in favour of such discontinuance duly passed by the authority has
been submitted to a poll of the local government electors for the education area taken
for the purpose, and has been approved by a majority of electors voting thereat.

(3) A poll under subsection (2) above shall be by ballot and shall be taken in accordance
with rules to be made by the Secretary of State, which rules may apply with any
necessary modifications any enactments relating to parliamentary or local government
elections.


