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Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 43

PART I

CRIMINAL JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE

[F1Committal proceedings]

F15E Other documents.

[F2(1) The following documents fall within this section—
(a) any document which by virtue of any enactment is evidence in proceedings

before a magistrates’ court inquiring into an offence as examining justices;
(b) any document which by virtue of any enactment is admissible, or may be used,

or is to be admitted or received, in or as evidence in such proceedings;
(c) any document which by virtue of any enactment may be considered in such

proceedings;
(d) any document whose production constitutes proof in such proceedings by

virtue of any enactment;
(e) any document by the production of which evidence may be given in such

proceedings by virtue of any enactment.

(2) In subsection (1) above—
(a) references to evidence include references to prima facie evidence;
(b) references to any enactment include references to any provision of this Act.

(3) So much of any document as is admitted in evidence by virtue of this section shall,
unless the court commits the accused for trial by virtue of section 6(2) below or the
court otherwise directs, be read aloud at the hearing; and where the court so directs an
account shall be given orally of so much of any document as is not read aloud.

(4) In this section “document” means anything in which information of any description
is recorded.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Ss. 5A-5F inserted (with effect as mentioned in Sch. 1 Pt. III para. 39 of the inserting Act) by 1996

c. 25, s. 47, Sch. 1 Pt. I para.3; S.I. 1997/683, art. 1(2)
F2 Ss. 4-8 repealed (18.6.2012 for specified purposes, 5.11.2012 for specified purposes, 28.5.2013 for

specified purposes) by Criminal Justice Act 2003 (c. 44), s. 336(3)(4), Sch. 3 para. 51(3), Sch. 37 Pt.
4; S.I. 2012/1320, art. 4(1)(c)(2)(3) (with art. 5) (see S.I. 2012/2574, art. 4(2) and S.I. 2013/1103, art.
4); S.I. 2012/2574, art. 2(2)(3)(c), Sch. (with arts. 3, 4) (as amended (4.11.2012) by S.I. 2012/2761, art.
2) (with S.I. 2013/1103, art. 4); S.I. 2013/1103, art. 2(1)(c)(2)(3) (with arts. 3, 4)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act applied by 2017 anaw 2 Sch. 3 para. 18(5)
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 1(6A) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 8(5)
– s. 1(6A) words substituted by 2015 c. 2 Sch. 11 para. 3(4) (Effect not applied as (6A)

was only inserted prospectively.)
– s. 1(7A) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 8(6)
– s. 12(2A) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 4(3)
– s. 12(5A)-(5F) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 4(6)
– s. 17A(1A) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(2)(b)
– s. 17B(1A)-(1F) substituted for s. 17B(1) by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(2)(b)
– s. 17B(5) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(2)(d)
– s. 17BA inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 7
– s. 17ZA-17ZC inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 6(2)
– s. 18(1)-(1B) substituted for s. 18(1) by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(7)(a)
– s. 18(4A)(4B) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(7)(b)
– s. 18(6) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(7)(c)
– s. 20(7A)(7B) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(8)(c)
– s. 22(2A)-(2E) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(9)(a)
– s. 22A(1A)-(1E) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 6(3)(b)
– s. 23(1A)-(1G) substituted for s. 23(1) by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(4)(b)
– s. 23(4A)(4B) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(4)(d)
– s. 24A(1A) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(11)(b)
– s. 24BA inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(5)
– s. 24ZA24ZB inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 8
– s. 75A inserted by 2013 c. 22 s. 26(1)
– s. 85(5) inserted by 2013 c. 22 s. 26(4)
– s. 139A inserted by 2013 c. 22 s. 26(6)
– s. 145(1A) inserted by 2010 c. 26 Sch. 3 para. 8(3) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 3 Pt. 2 repealed (4.9.2013) without ever being in force by
2013 c. 22, s. 17(4) ; S.I. 2013/2200 art. 2(a))

– s. 145(1A) repealed by 2010 c. 26 Sch. 4 Pt. 2 (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 4 Pt. 2 repealed (4.9.2013) without ever being in force by
2013 c. 22, s. 17(4) ; S.I. 2013/2200 art. 2(a))

– Sch. 6A (entry) by 2000 c. 43 Sch. 7 para. 69
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