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Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980

1980 CHAPTER 43

PART I

CRIMINAL JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE

[ Transfer of criminal proceedings

Textual Amendments
F1  S.27A and cross-heading inserted (1.4.2005) after s. 27 by Courts Act 2003 (c. 39), ss. 46(1), 110; S.I.
2005/910, art. 3(p)

27A Power to transfer criminal proceedings

(1) Where a person appears or is brought before a magistrates' court—
(a) to be tried by the court for an offence, or
(b) for the court to inquire into the offence as examining justices,
the court may transfer the matter to another magistrates' court.

(2) The court may transfer the matter before or after beginning the trial or inquiry.

(3) But if the court transfers the matter after it has begun to hear the evidence and the
parties, the court to which the matter is transferred must begin hearing the evidence
and the parties again.

(4) The power of the court under this section to transfer any matter must be exercised in
accordance with any directions given under section 30(3) of the Courts Act 2003.
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Editorial Information
X1  The insertion of the new crossheading "Transfer of criminal proceedings" on 1.4.2005 gives rise to a
change in the structure of this legislation on SLD which breaks the continuity of historical versions of
the existing provisions which are now brought under that new heading.

Textual Amendments
F2  S.28repealed (4.7.1996 with effect as mentioned in Sch. 1 Pt. III para. 39 of the repealing Act) by
1996 c. 25, ss. 44, 47, 80, Sch. 1 Pt. I para. 6, Sch. 5 table10 (with s. 78(1)); S.I. 1997/683, art. 1(2)


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25/section/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25/section/47
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25/section/80
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25/schedule/1/part/I/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/25/schedule/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1997/683
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1997/683/article/1/2

Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980 (c. 43)
Document Generated: 2024-04-22

Changes to legislation:

Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980, Cross Heading: Transfer of criminal proceedings is up to date
with all changes known to be in force on or before 22 April 2024. There are changes that may be
brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are
referenced with annotations.

View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:

Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):

Act applied by 2017 anaw 2 Sch. 3 para. 18(5)

s. 1(6A) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 8(5)

s. 1(6A) words substituted by 2015 c. 2 Sch. 11 para. 3(4) (Effect not applied as (6A)
was only inserted prospectively.)

. 1(7A) inserted by 2003 c. 44 Sch. 36 para. 8(6)

. 12(2A) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 4(3)

. 12(5A)-(5F) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 4(6)

. 17A(1A) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(2)(b)

. 17B(1A)-(1F) substituted for s. 17B(1) by 2022 c. 35 5. 9(2)(b)

. 17B(5) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(2)(d)

. 17BA inserted by 2022 ¢. 35 5. 7

. 17ZA-17ZC inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 6(2)

. 18(1)-(1B) substituted for s. 18(1) by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(7)(a)

. 18(4A)(4B) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(7)(b)

. 18(6) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(7)(c)

. 20(7A)(7B) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(8)(c)

. 22(2A)-(2E) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(9)(a)

. 22A(1A)-(1E) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 6(3)(b)

. 23(1A)-(1G) substituted for s. 23(1) by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(4)(b)

. 23(4A)(4B) inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 9(4)(d)

. 24A(1A) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 2 para. 6(11)(b)

. 24BA inserted by 2022 c. 35 5. 9(5)

. 24ZA247B inserted by 2022 c. 35 s. 8

. 75A inserted by 2013 c. 22 5. 26(1)

. 85(5) inserted by 2013 c. 22 5. 26(4)

. 139A inserted by 2013 c. 22 5. 26(6)

s. 145(1A) inserted by 2010 c. 26 Sch. 3 para. 8(3) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 3 Pt. 2 repealed (4.9.2013) without ever being in force by
2013 c. 22, 5. 17(4) ; S.1. 2013/2200 art. 2(a))

s. 145(1A) repealed by 2010 c. 26 Sch. 4 Pt. 2 (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 4 Pt. 2 repealed (4.9.2013) without ever being in force by
2013 c. 22, 5. 17(4) ; S.I. 2013/2200 art. 2(a))

Sch. 6A (entry) by 2000 c. 43 Sch. 7 para. 69

v wnn vn \vn \vn \vn \vn \vn L»n . Ln L»L L L L L L L L L L L



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/anaw/2017/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/anaw/2017/2/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/anaw/2017/2/schedule/3/paragraph/18/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44/schedule/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44/schedule/36/paragraph/8/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2/schedule/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2/schedule/11/paragraph/3/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44/schedule/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/44/schedule/36/paragraph/8/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/4/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/4/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/9/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/9/2/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/6/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/7/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/7/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/7/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/8/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/9/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/6/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/9/4/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/9/4/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/schedule/2/paragraph/6/11/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/9/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/35/section/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/section/26/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/section/26/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/section/26/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/26
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/26/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/26/schedule/3/paragraph/8/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/26
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/26/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/26/schedule/4/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/43/schedule/7/paragraph/69

