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Alcoholic Liquor Duties Act 1979
1979 CHAPTER 4

PART IV

WINE AND MADE-WINE

54 Wine: charge of excise duty.

(1) There shall be charged on wine—
(a) imported into the United Kingdom; or
(b) produced in the United Kingdom by a person who is required by subsection (2)

below to be licensed to produce wine for sale,
a duty of excise at the rates shown in Schedule 1 to this Act and the duty shall, in so
far as it is chargeable on wine produced in the United Kingdom, be charged and paid
in accordance with regulations under section 56 below.

(2) Subject to subsection (4) below, a person who, on any premises in the United
Kingdom, produces wine for sale must hold an excise licence under this subsection in
respect of those premises for that purpose.

(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F1

[F2(3A) For the purposes of this Act, the process of blending or otherwise mixing two or
more wines (in this subsection referred to as “the constituent wines”) constitutes the
production of wine if—

(a) the rate of duty applicable to one of the constituent wines is different from that
applicable to the other or, as the case may be, at least one of the others; and

(b) the rate of duty applicable to the wine which is the product of the blending
or other mixing is higher than that which is applicable to at least one of the
constituent wines; and

(c) the blending or other mixing is with a view to dealing wholesale in the wine
which is the product thereof;

and for the purposes of this subsection the rate of duty applicable to any wine is
that which is or would be chargeable under subsection (1) above on its importation
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into the United Kingdom or, as the case may be, on its production as mentioned in
paragraph (b) of that subsection.

(3B) Where, by virtue of subsection (3A) above, wine is produced in the United Kingdom,
duty shall be chargeable on that wine by virtue of paragraph (b) of subsection (1)
above whether or not duty was previously charged on all or any of the constituent
wines by virtue of paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) of that subsection; but nothing in
this subsection shall affect the operation of any regulations under section 56 below
giving relief from duty on wine so produced by reference to duty charged on all or
any of the constituent wines.]

(4) A person who, in warehouse, produces wine for sale by rendering it sparkling in
accordance with warehousing regulations need not hold an excise licence under
subsection (2) above in respect of those premises.

[F3(4A) A person who, on any premises, produces wine to which section 55A below applies
by rendering it sparkling, need not on that account hold an excise licence under
subsection (2) above in respect of those premises.]

(5) If any person who is required by subsection (2) above to hold a licence under that
subsection in respect of any premises produces wine on those premises without being
the holder of a licence under that subsection in respect of those premises he shall be
liable on summary conviction to a penalty of [F4level 5 on the standard scale] and the
wine and all vessels, utensils and materials for producing wine found in his possession
shall be liable to forfeiture.
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