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Customs and Excise
Management Act 1979

1979 CHAPTER 2

PART XII

GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS
General offences

167 Untrue declarations, etc.

(1) If any person either knowingly or recklessly—
(a) makes or signs, or causes to be made or signed, or delivers or causes to
be delivered to the Commissioners or an officer, any declaration, notice,
certificate or other document whatsoever; or

(b) makes any statement in answer to any question put to him by an officer which
he is required by or under any enactment to answer,

being a document or statement produced or made for any purpose of any assigned
matter, which is untrue in any material particular, he shall be guilty of an offence under
this subsection and may be detained; and any goods in relation to which the document
or statement was made shall be liable to forfeiture.

(2) Without prejudice to subsection (4) below, a person who commits an offence under
subsection (1) above shall be liable—
(a) on summary conviction, to a penalty of ["'the prescribed sum][*'£20,000], or
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months, or to both; or
(b) on conviction on indictment, to a penalty of any amount, or to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding 2 years, or to both.

(3) If any person—
(a) makes or signs, or causes to be made or signed, or delivers or causes to
be delivered to the Commissioners or an officer, any declaration, notice,
certificate or other document whatsoever; or
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(b) makes any statement in answer to any question put to him by an officer which
he is required by or under any enactment to answer.

being a document or statement produced or made for any purpose of any assigned
matter, which is untrue in any material particular, then, without prejudice to
subsection (4) below, he shall be liable on summary conviction to a penalty of [*level
4 on the standard scale].

(4) Where by reason of any such document or statement as is mentioned in subsection (1)
or (3) above the full amount of any duty payable is not paid or any overpayment is
made in respect of any drawback, allowance, rebate or repayment of duty, the amount
of the duty unpaid or of the overpayment shall be recoverable as a debt due to the
Crown or may be summarily recovered as a civil debt.

(5) An amount of excise duty, or the amount of an overpayment in respect of any
drawback, allowance, rebate or repayment of any excise duty, shall not be recoverable
as mentioned in subsection (4) above unless the Commissioners have assessed the
amount of the duty or of the overpayment as being excise duty due from the person
mentioned in subsection (1) or (3) above and notified him or his representative
accordingly.]
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S. 167(2)(a): sum substituted for words (E.W.) (12.3.2015) by The Legal Aid, Sentencing and
Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (Fines on Summary Conviction) Regulations 2015 (S.1. 2015/664),
reg. 1(1), Sch. 2 para. 1(19) (with reg. 5(1))

Words substituted by virtue of (E.W.) Criminal Justice Act 1982 (c. 48, SIF 39:1), ss. 38, 46 and (S.)
Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 (c. 21, SIF 39:1), ss. 289F, 289G and (N.I.) by S.1. 1984/703,
(N.I. 3) arts. 5, 6

S. 167(5) inserted (1.6.1997) by 1997 c. 16, s. 50(2), Sch. 6 para. 5; S.I. 1997/1305, art. 2
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S. 167 excluded (E.W.S.) by Film Levy Finance Act 1981 (c. 16, SIF 45A), s. 7(5)

S. 167 amended by Finance Act 1985 (c. 54, SIF 40:1), s. 10(6)(c)

S. 167 restricted (1.6.1997) by 1994 c. 9, ss. 12A, 12B (as inserted by 1997 c. 16, s. 50(2), Sch. 6
para. 1(1)); S.I. 1997/1305, art. 2

S. 167 excluded (18.4.2005) by Commissioners for Revenue and Customs Act 2005 (c. 11), s. 53(1),
Sch. 2 para. 6; S.1. 2005/1126, art. 2(2)(d)

s. 167(2)(a) modified (1.12.1992) by S.I. 1992/2790, reg. 12.
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